





























2. Village History

Health Resort

Mundesley enjoyed a longstanding reputation as a health resort for both body and mind. It
is known to have been frequented at the end of the eighteenth century by the poet William
Cowper when suffering bouts of melancholia, and features in his correspondence of the
time. A bathing machine was advertised as early as 1770 and rooms ‘for the season’ were
being advertised in 1791. Whites Directory of 1845 describes Cromer and Mundesley as
‘the most fashionable bathing places in Norfolk’. By this time, the visitor facilities for the
bathing season included three inns, several lodging houses, bathing machines, a warm bath
and other accommodation. A number of Norwich School Artists — Thomas Lound, James
Stark, J Stannard and Robert and J B Ladbrooke all visited and produced work there in the
first half of the 19th Century.

Fishing Village

In 1816 the Norwich Mercury reported that the largest catch and cure of herrings in Norfolk
took place at Yarmouth, Mundesley and Cromer (with Mundesley curing about half that of
Cromer). The Mundesley fishing fleet by the mid nineteeth Century consisted of four large
herring fishing boats and seven smaller boats for crab and lobster. The trade seems to have
gradually declined during the latter nineteenth century.

Industry

Despite no natural haven, Mundesley imported coal and timber and exported grain for the
surrounding area even into the twentieth century. The sailing barges were anchored up and
were unloaded on an ebb tide with the goods then pulled up gangways to the clifftop by
donkeys or mules. A key figure in this industry during the nineteenth century was Francis
Wheatley, a local landowner and merchant of some note who imported 25-30 cargoes of
coal each year. Wheatley built himself a large house on the clifftop in 1830 (Cliff House)
overlooking a timber yard, coal yard, warehouses and granary. He also built massive
protective sea walls and is generally credited with the development of Mundesley in the early
part of the nineteenth century. During this period, the population of Mundesley more than
doubled from 201 in 1801 to 454 by 1841. It then stayed at a similar level until the 1870s. A
comparison between the 1839 Tithe Map and the 1884 first edition Ordnance Survey map
shows little change in the shape of the village during this period.



3. Mundesley Population
Figures

Mundesley population figures from Census
Returns (Source: Norfolk County Council)
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*Part of parish of Knapton transferred 1925.
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4. Sustainability

Environmental Sustainability is an issue which is growing in importance in relation to the
built environment. Buildings have a significant impact on the environment, from their
construction throughout their useful life to their eventual demolition. A large proportion of
energy is used to heat and power buildings, which contributes to emissions of greenhouse
gases, and the construction sector is globally one of the largest users of energy and producers
of waste.

In many ways sustainability, as with conservation, is best achieved by early planning. Careful
consideration of the materials to be used and the design of new development can greatly
reduce impact on the environment. For example, maximising passive solar gain or providing
shelter from prevailing winds can reduce heating needs thus using less energy. Choice of
materials can also help reduce energy requirements, for instance high levels of insulation
can ensure that buildings require less energy to heat, but also prevent excess heating in
summer.

There are many measures to improve sustainability which also meet objectives relating to
conservation. An example of this is the use of traditional materials and construction methods.
These can result in high levels of sustainability, by using renewable resources like timber or
low-embodied-energy materials such as lime, instead of synthetic materials such as plastic
and concrete. The same is true for the re-use of buildings which both conserves traditional
architecture as well as reducing the need for new-build structures. The use of locally sourced
materials is another example, which helps to reinforce local distinctiveness, but also requires
less fuel to transport materials over long distances.

Sticking to simple principles like using high quality materials can meet requirements for both
sustainability and conservation, as they are more durable; require replacing less often, are
more energy efficient and often more aesthetically pleasing.

For more detailed information on the issues relating to sustainability and the built environment
consult the North Norfolk Design Guide.
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6. Contact Details

North Norfolk District Council

Conservation Design and Landscape Team
Council Offices

Holt Road

Cromer

NR27 9EN

Tel: 01263 516165
Fax: 01263 514802

Email: conservationanddesign@north-norfolk.gov.uk

Web: www.northnorfolk.org.uk

The Conservation and Design webpages offer links to all main heritage and conservation

bodies for advice, guidance and information.

Norfolk County Council

Building Conservation Team
County Hall

Martineau Lane

Norwich

NR1 2SG

Te: 01603 222705
Fax: 01603 224413

Norfolk Landscape Archaeology

Union House
Gressenhall
Dereham
Norfolk
NR20 4DR

Tel: 01362 869280
Fax: 01362 860951
Email: archaeology+environment@norfolk.gov.uk





