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Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report  

 
 
1.  
1 Executive Summary  

 
1.1 This document has been produced to support the neighbourhood planning process. 

It explains how the Holt Neighbourhood Plan (HNP) will be assessed. It recognises 
the effect on people’s quality of life and the environment, both now and in the 
future, need to be considered when drawing up planning documents. 
 

1.2 Whilst preparing the HNP a Sustainability Appraisal will also be undertaken to 
ensure that economic, environmental and social sustainability objectives are 
complied with and to avoid or minimise any adverse impacts. It is intended that the 
Sustainability Appraisal will incorporate the Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA) in accordance with the regulations. 

 
1.3 This document follows the Government guidance on undertaking a Sustainability 

Appraisal of development plans and uses the five-stage process.  
 
1.4 The first stage of a Sustainability Appraisal requires the production of this Scoping 

Report; it comprises five specific steps, each with defined tasks, and explains how 
these will be applied to the production of the HNP and its assessment. Through the 
review of relevant policies, plans, programmes and the identification of issues, 
opportunities and implications will be better understood for the HNP and the 
Sustainability Appraisal process. 

 
1.5 A framework of objectives, key questions for decision-making criteria, and 

indicators have been developed to cover the broad range of economic, 
environmental and social factors arising from the characterisation and issues 
assessment. These form the basis that will be used to assess the emerging options 
and policies as they are developed.  

 
1.6 This Scoping Report will enable the Sustainability Appraisal Report to document 

how the Sustainability Appraisal process has been followed throughout the 
development of the different policy options.  

 
1.7 This initial Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report (September 2017) will be 

subject to consultation. Any amendments and clarification, based on comments 
received from the national environmental bodies, Environment Agency, Historic 
England and Natural England, will be made and included in the final Scoping 
Report.  
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2 Introduction   
 
 

2.1 Introduction to the Scoping Report   
 

2.1.1 This is the Scoping Report for the Sustainability Appraisal of the Holt 
Neighbourhood Plan (HNP). It brings together the results on the initial stages of 
the sustainability appraisal process; setting out baseline information on a wide 
range of topics, highlighting key trends, issues and objectives for Holt.  
 

2.1.2 A key output of this Scoping Report is the sustainability framework. This will be 
used to appraise the sustainability of the HNP. 

 
 
2.2 Background  

 

2.2.1 The purpose of the sustainability appraisal process is to appraise the social, 
environmental and economic effects of a plan from the outset. In doing so it will 
help to ensure decisions are made that contribute to achieving sustainable 
development. 
 

2.2.2 The Sustainability Appraisal is integral to the plan-making process. It should 
perform a key role in providing a sound evidence base for the plan and form an 
integrated part of the plan preparation process. It should be transparent and open 
to public participation. The sustainability appraisal should inform the decision-
making process to facilitate the evaluation of alternatives. It should also help 
demonstrate that the plan is the most appropriate given the reasonable 
alternatives. 

Source: www.pas.gov.uk  

 

2.3 The Holt Neighbourhood Plan (HNP) 

2.3.1 The right for communities to shape their local areas was formulated within the 
Localism Act 2011. Neighbourhood planning was introduced into the hierarchy of 
spatial plan-making in England. 
 

2.3.2 The HNP is being produced by a Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group, which 
includes Town Council members, residents, and representatives from the local 
community with support provided by Abzag Ltd and North Norfolk District Council. 

 
2.3.3 Once in place the HNP will set out how future development should take place in 

Holt, including the type and quality of that development to ensure it meets local 
objectives and needs.  

 
2.3.4 The Mission Statement and Objectives have emerged through the Holt Town 

Council, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, from local residents attending 
the public consultation events and survey responses, where the local community 
and businesses were asked to share ideas on the future of Holt.   
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2.4 Mission Statement for Holt   
 

As the gateway to the North Norfolk coast Holt will be 

recognised as an historic market town, based in a 

rural setting, with a vibrant town centre. 

Harnessing its growth potential, whilst retaining 

 a strong local identity and distinctiveness. 

 

2.5 Objectives   
 

1. To preserve the character of Holt, including the spatial balance between 
the rural and built environment, historical assets, character and ethos whilst 
improving design based on styles in keeping with the locality. 
 

2. To promote the integration of new housing development into the social and 
physical fabric of the Town. Ensuring infrastructure improvements are made 
to healthcare, education, roads, sewage, broadband and mobile 
communications. 
 

3. To support housing tailored to the needs and context of Holt which is 
affordable and made available to ‘local people’ first, where development is 
sensitive; in keeping whilst protecting and enriching the landscape and built 
setting.   
 

4. To protect, enhance, strengthen and support economic and tourist 
activities. Seeking the development, growth and regeneration of 
employment sites for an appropriate mix of employment uses. 
 

5. To develop and improve local community facilities, open green space, 
parking and services (such as recreation, education and medical) for all 
age groups.  
 

6. To reduce the negative impact (speed, safety and volume) of traffic on all 
our roads. Support enhanced public transport infrastructure and sustainable 
transport options. 

 
7. To involve local people on an ongoing basis in the process of plan-making, 

monitoring and delivery of development. 
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2.6 Holt in Context 

2.6.1 Holt is a market town located in north Norfolk. The town is 22.8 miles (36.7 km) 
north of the city of Norwich, 9.5 miles (15.3 km) west of Cromer and 35 miles 
(56 km) east of King’s Lynn.  The town is on the route of the A148 King's Lynn to 
Cromer road. The nearest railway station Sheringham where access to the national 
rail network can be made via the Bittern Line to Norwich. The nearest airport is 
Norwich.  

2.6.2 Holt is positioned in the centre of the Norfolk Norfolk District and its relationship with 
he surrounding towns and villages is illustrated in Map.    

Map 1: Holt in Relationship with North Norfolk District 

2.6.3 The name Holt is thought to derive from the Anglo-Saxon word for woodland and 
Holt is located on wooded high ground of the Cromer-Holt ridge at the crossing 
point of two ancient by-ways, as such was a natural point for a settlement to grow. 
Holt has a mention in the Domesday Book and is described as a market town and 
port (with the nearby port of Cley-next-the-Sea being described as Holt's port). Over 
the years Holt has grown as a local place of trade and commerce, although the 
weekly market, which has taken place since before the 1080’s, was stopped in 
1960’s. 

2.6.4 On 1st May 1708 the town of Holt was devastated by a fire which destroyed most of 
the medieval town, the fire started at Shirehall Plain and quickly spread through the 
timber houses of the town. With most of the medieval buildings destroyed in the fire 
the townsfolk set about rebuilding the town. The rebuilding made Holt notable for its 
abundance of Georgian buildings, that being the style of the day at the time when 
the town centre was rebuilt. However, the town’s people repaired and retains its 
Norman parish church, which is dedicated to St Andrew.  

2.6.5 The Parish Church of Saint Andrew the Apostle was established in Holt before 
1086, the year of the Domesday Book. The church is situated in the heart of the 

5.0.4 With regard to health, deprivation and inequality, life expectancies within the District are
higher than both the Norfolk and England averages (ONS, 2014b). The proportion of people
in the District living in the very highest levels of deprivation is lower than the England average,
although the District is ranked high for some deprivation indicators, including the physical
and financial accessibility of housing and local services (DCLG, 2015a).

5.0.5 North Norfolk has a high proportion of detached dwellings (44%, (ONS, 2014c)) and a high
proportion of second and holiday homes (13.5% recorded as being either second homes,
holiday lets or vacant (ONS, 2012f).

5.0.6 Tourism makes a vital contribution to the economy of the District, with both the natural and
the historic environment representing a strong draw for tourists. Much of North Norfolk’s
natural environment is protected by internationally, nationally or locally recognised
designations for its features, flora, fauna or geodiversity, including the nationally recognised
areas of the Norfolk Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and The Broads. Whilst a
global phenomenon, it is recognised that the low-lying District is particularly susceptible to
the challenge of climate change, coastal erosion and flood risk. North Norfolk is also a
District immensely rich in architectural heritage with 81 conservation areas, over 2,200 listed
buildings, 100 scheduled ancient monuments and a rich array of other designated and
non-designated assets.

5.0.7 North Norfolk’s economy is dominated by its rural nature. The District has a lower
economically active employment rate of the working population and higher proportion of
self-employment than the than regional and national averages and a higher proportion of
part-time employee jobs than both the East of England and Great Britain. In 2014, the
employment sectors of public admin, education and health and wholesale and retail, including
motor trades accounted for 45.1% of jobs in the District (ONS, 201?b).

Based upon the Ordnance Survey Map with permission of 
the Controller of H.M Stationery Office. © Crown Copyright.
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and 
may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. O.S. Licence 
100018623 (2009)

Map 2 North Norfolk District (2009)

5.0.8 Themain local important transport routes are the A148 and A149 east-west and to the south
from Cromer, and the A140, A1065 and A1067 to the south. The major rail links are
Norwich/Cambridge and Norwich/Ipswich, with Norwich/Sheringham also locally important
(ORS, 2016a, p.19).

Draft Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report: Consultation Version18

5Overview: Portrait of North Norfolk

HOLT 
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town at the end of Church Street, which is found behind the War Memorial, at the 
east end of what was the original market place. 

2.6.6 Holt retains a 'small market town' character with development contained within a 
limited area, which has so far avoided urban sprawl into the wider countryside. The 
population of Holt is 3,808 with 1,807 households [Source: 2011 Census].  

Map 2: Holt Parish 
 

 
 

Parish of Holt  
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3 Sustainability Appraisal Process  

3.1 Introduction   

3.1.1 The concept of sustainable development is about balancing economic, social and 
environmental needs. The UK Government has set out that this means stimulating 
economic growth and tackling the UK's financial deficit, maximising wellbeing and 
protecting the environment, without negatively impacting on the ability of future 
generations to do the same. 

3.1.2 The HNP must be centred on the concept of sustainable development. This is 
achieved through the use of a Sustainability Appraisal (SA). 

3.1.3 SA is a process that identifies and reports on the likely effects of a plan and the 
extent to which the plan’s implementation will impact upon the environmental, social 
and economic objectives for an area. SAs must meet the requirements of two 
principal pieces of legislation: 

• The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004; and 

• The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulation 
2004, which seeks to implement the EU Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) Directive. 

 

3.1.4 The overall aims of the Holt Neighbourhood Plan SA are to:- 

• ensure that all aspects of sustainable development are fully integrated 
into the Neighbourhood Plan throughout its preparation; 

• adopt a long-term view of development within the area covered by the 
plan, with a specific assessment of the potential environmental, economic 
and social effects of the plan;  

• identify the sustainability issues for Holt and consult on the sustainability 
appraisal procedure, allowing the public and stakeholders to have an 
input into the process;  

• provide an audit trail of how the HNP has been revised to take into 
accountthe findings of the SA;  

• develop an effective system for ensuring that sustainability objectives are 
transformed into sustainable planning policies;   

• meet the requirements of the SEA Directive; and  

• produce and consult on a Scoping Report early in the process for the plan 
making process.  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3.2 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 

3.2.1 The SA process incorporates the requirements of the EU Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) Directive. It is intended that this SA will incorporate the SEA in 
accordance with the regulations and to give due consideration as to whether or not 
the HNP is likely to have a significant effect on the environment. Table 1 details the 
SEA topics relating to the sustainability themes.  

Table 1: SEA Sustainability Topics 
 

 
3.3 Sustainability Appraisal (SA) Methodology 

3.3.1 The following sections contain a brief summary of the key SA stages that will be 
completed during the preparation of the HNP. The methodology used follows 
national guidance. 

3.3.2 Government guidance on undertaking SA of Local Development Documents (of 
which the HNP will be comparable) presents a five-stage process, see Table 2, 
each of which contains criteria to fulfil that requirement.  

  Table 2: Five Stages of Sustainability Appraisal   
  

Stage 
 

  

Definition  
 

A 
 

Pre-production, setting the context and objectives, evidence gathering to 
establish a baseline and deciding on the scope, culminating in production 
of scoping report.  
 
 

 

Overarching 
Sustainability 

Theme 
 

Topic 

 

Issues required to be 
addressed by SEA 

Regulations 
 

Environmental  

Land, Water and Soil Resources  
 

Soil Water  
 

 

Climate Change, Energy, Air Quality 
and Pollution  
 

Air Water Climatic factors  
 

 

Biodiversity, Fauna, Flora and 
Geodiversity 
  

Biodiversity Fauna Flora  
 

Landscape, Townscape and the 
Historic Environment  

 

Historic environment, 
including architectural and 
archaeological heritage 
Landscape  
 

Social  Healthy and Inclusive Communities  
 

Population Human Health  
 

Housing  
 

Population Material Assets  
 

Economic  
 

Economic Activity and Education  
 

 

Infrastructure and Accessibility  
 

Human Health  
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B 
 

Developing and refining options and assessing effects and mitigation by 
testing plan objectives against the SA Framework. 
 
 

 

C 
 

Documenting and appraising the effects of the plan and preparing the SA 
Report. 
 
 

 

D 
 

Consulting on the HNP and the SA Report. 
 

 

E 
 

Monitoring the significant effects of implementing the plan. 
 

 

Source: Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents  

3.3.3 SA will continue to be an iterative process after the production of this Scoping 
Report (Stage A). The appraisal framework will be used to consider the effects of 
the different options proposed by the HNP, and considering the key issues where 
they arise. 

3.3.4 The overview of the SA process is shown in Figure 1, this illustrates how the SA 
stages correspond to the Neighbourhood Plan preparation process. 

 

Figure 1: Overview of Sustainability Appraisal & Plan Making Process  
 

 

SA	Stage			 SA	Process		 Plan	Making		

A				

	
Scope	SA	process	
&	develop	SA	

Framework	to	appraise	
the	Neighbourhood	Plan	

	
		
	

Produce	a	SA		
Scoping	Report	

	
	

Prepare	a	profile	of	the		
area	to	inform	local	
consulta@on	issues		

Undertake	a		
neighbourhood	appraisal		

Produce	&	consult		
on	Vision	

Prepare	draC		
Neighbourhood	Plan		

Consult	on	draC	
Neighbourhood	Plan		

Submit		draC		
Neighbourhood	Plan		
for	Examina@on		

Publish	final		
Neighbourhood	Plan	&	
proceed	to	Referendum		

B				

	
Appraise	the	draC	

Neighbourhood	Plan	
op@ons	&	prepare		

SA	Report	
	

C				

	

Consult	Stakeholders		
on	SA	Report		

	

Appraise	any	significant	
changes	required	

following	consulta@on		D				

	

Publish	final	SA	Report		E				

Neighbourhood	Plan	Making	&	Sustainability	Appraisal	(SA)	Overview		
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3.3.5 The SA process will run concurrently with the HNP process, after the initial scoping 
for the SA has been carried out the next stage will be the developing and refining 
options and assessing their effects.  

3.3.6 The process of refinement and assessment will be carried out concurrently with the 
production of the HNP. Drafts of the SA Report and the HNP will be made available 
for consultation prior to their publication for submission to North Norfolk District 
Council. Final versions of the SA Report and the HNP will be submitted to North 
Norfolk District Council who will arrange for them to be examined and reviewed by 
an independent person, prior to a referendum being held. 

 

3.4 Habitats Directive 

3.4.1 Plans and programmes must now ensure that they comply with the requirements of 
The Directive on Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora 
92/32/EEC (Habitats Directive).  

3.4.2 This involves undertaking an appropriate assessment into any potential effects on 
‘European sites’ or ‘Natura 2000 Sites’ of nature and habitat value, namely Special 
Areas of Conservation, Special Protection Areas, and Ramsar sites of international 
wetland importance. Even a plan that is not directly concerned with these sites can 
still indirectly affect them; so appropriate assessment must determine the likelihood 
of their significance and suggest alternatives where possible. 

3.4.3 The significance of effect is determined through appropriate assessment, a process 
that will feature as a specific stage of the options appraisals. A plan should seek to 
avoid adverse affects on the integrity of designated sites, mitigate those impacts 
that remain and, if necessary, put in place compensatory measures.  

3.4.4 Assessment considers the reasons for designation as a protected site, such as 
habitat and species present, and the conservation objectives of management plans 
in place to preserve these. If these are compromised directly by site allocations or 
through ‘in combination’ effects with other plans or developments, the plan must 
explain how it intends to avoid or mitigate the impacts. 

 

3.5 Scoping  

3.5.1 The first stage of SA (Stage A) requires the production of a Scoping Report. This 
compromises five specific steps. The steps are part of a circular process of 
continuous improvement and refinement. The Scoping Report structure is detailed 
in Table 3. 
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Table 3: Tasks required within Stage A (Scoping) of Sustainability Appraisal 
 
 

 Task   Definition  
A1 Identifying other relevant policies, plans, programmes and sustainability 

objectives. 
 

A2 Collecting baseline information. 
  

A3 Identifying sustainability issues. 
 

A4 Developing the SA Framework. 
 

A5 Consulting on the scope of the SA. 
 

Source: SA of Regional Spatial Strategies and LDDs (ODPM 2005) 

3.5.2 Each task in Stage A is dealt with in turn in the following sections of this report. 

3.5.3 This Scoping Report will conform to the North Norfolk Local Development 
Framework; it is the first section of the SA that will be developed alongside the 
production of the HNP and has regard to, and builds upon, the Core Strategy 
Sustainability Appraisal and emerging North Norfolk Local Plan Sustainability 
Appraisal Scoping reports. 

3.5.4 These reports contain a broad range of information across North Norfolk relevant to 
the production of the HNP and a SA Assessment Framework with a set of indicators 
for the appraisal of emerging polices. Subsequently this had regard to, and built 
upon, the SA Scoping Report for the Core Strategy and emerging Local Plan.  

3.5.5 As the proposed HNP will be subsidiary to the overarching Core Strategy and 
emerging North Norfolk Local Plan, the HNP must be in general conformity with the 
Core Strategy and emerging North Norfolk Local Plan. Therefore, the sustainability 
principles applied to the Core Strategy and North Norfolk Development Plan 
Documents are equally applicable to the proposed HNP. 

3.5.6 Government sustainability appraisal guidance suggests that one scoping report can 
be produced for several Local Development Documents provided that it details 
sufficient information for each document concerned.  

3.5.7 To be concise and where appropriate, this Scoping Report refers to sections of the 
Core Strategy, emerging North Norfolk Local Plan and other North Norfolk 
Development Plan Documents Sustainability Appraisals, rather than reproducing 
these and so should be read alongside them. However, the main SA Frameworks 
are either reiterated or altered where relevant to the HNP. In addition to the generic 
information contained within the Core Strategy and emerging North Norfolk Local 
Plan there is the opportunity to add more specific information relevant to the more 
focused area of the HNP. 

3.5.8 The Scoping Report will establish the framework for the remainder of the 
sustainability appraisal process as an ongoing, iterative procedure that will evolve 
as new evidence becomes apparent. This framework will involve setting 
sustainability objectives, which the HNP will work towards, and background 
indicators to gauge the possible effects, that will guide the appraisal. 
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3.6 North Norfolk Authority Local Development Documents 

3.7 Core Strategy Incorporating Development Control Policies 2008   

3.7.1 The Core Strategy, including Development Control Policies, provides a clear vision 
for how new development can address the challenges faced in North Norfolk and 
identifies where, when, how much and how new development will take place in 
North Norfolk up to 2021.  

3.7.2 The vision guides other documents in the North Norfolk Local Development 
Framework such as the Site Specific Proposals document which will outline the 
detailed allocations for land for different uses.  

3.8 Site Allocations 2011 

3.8.1 The Site Allocations document identifies and allocates specific areas of land for 
different types of new development, such as housing, employment, retail, open 
space and other uses. For Holt there are three allocations.  

3.9 Emerging Local Plan  

3.9.1 The emerging new North Norfolk Local Plan will provide the planning policy context 
for development across the whole of North Norfolk for the period 2016 - 2036. The 
main elements which will form the single Plan document are: 

• Strategic Policies - These provide the overarching approach to development 
in North Norfolk, such as where and how much development should take 
place, and also set the long-term spatial vision, objectives and key policies. 
 

• Development Management Policies - These cover specific topic areas such 
as affordable housing, tourism, coastal erosion, and protecting the natural 
and built environment, and are used in the determination of individual 
planning applications. 
 

• Site Allocations - Sets out detailed policies for the development of individual 
sites to help meet the aims of strategic policies. 
 

• Policies Map - Shows geographically where policies apply. 
 
3.9.2 North Norfolk District Council have made good progress to produce the new Local 

Plan. The first draft is expected later this year.  

 

3.10 Holt Neighbourhood Plan (HNP) 

3.10.1 The ability to produce neighbourhood plans is a function of the Localism Act 2011. 
The aim is for local communities to have greater control over what happens in their 
area. Holt Town Council is leading the plan process. The HNP must ‘broadly’ 
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conform to higher-level policy at a national and district level including the Core 
Strategy. 

3.10.2 Holt and the surrounding areas are directly affected by significant development 
proposals for housing, employment and related services in Core Strategy. Holt 
Town Council is keen to work with the developers in order to provide local 
knowledge to their development proposals. The Town Council is also keen to see a 
holistic plan, both within Holt and the wider area, addressing the aspirations and 
needs of all sections of the community.  

3.10.3 The HNP will be a Neighbourhood Development Plan for the whole of Holt and, 
through community engagement, the views of the local community will be 
represented through the plan-making process. 

3.10.4 The aim of the HNP is to embrace the change, inform and shape development 
proposals to enhance and improve design elements whilst providing guidance to 
protect the existing community, its facilities and character. 

3.10.5 Drafting of the HNP is ongoing; therefore, this document draws and builds upon the 
Mission Statement for Holt and Objectives identified so far. As the HNP evolves 
these may be refined. 
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4 Task A1 –  Review of Relevant Policies, Plans & Programmes  

 
SEA Directive Requirements - The ‘Environmental Report’ should include: - 
 
“an outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or programme and 
relationship with other relevant plans and programmes”                

                                                                    (Annex 1(a))  
and  
 

“the environmental protection objectives, established at international, 
Community or Member State level, which are relevant to the plan or programme 
and the way those objectives and any environmental considerations have been 
taken into account during its preparation”                            

(Annex 1(e)) 
 
 
 

4.1 Introduction   

4.1.1 Task A1 of the SA Scoping Report reviews and assesses the national, regional and 
local plans and programmes that should be taken into account through the 
preparation of the HNP.   

4.1.2 This will help to drawn out important aims, targets, indicators and sustainability 
objectives from the context review to identify key issues, opportunities and 
implications for the HNP and the Sustainability Assessment Framework. 
 

4.2 Approach  

4.2.1 North Norfolk District Council is completing a new North Norfolk Local Plan 2016 - 
2036 to supersede the Core Strategy and other Development Plan documents. The 
emerging North Norfolk Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal documents include a 
wide-ranging review of the plans, policies and programmes that are likely to impact 
on the plans within North Norfolk, of which the HNP designated Neighbourhood 
Area is within.  

4.2.2 This work is set out in the emerging North Norfolk Local Plan Sustainability 
Appraisal documents and is, therefore, not repeated in this document. There is a 
significant degree of overlap between the documents within the hierarchy, often 
with “lower” level documents rightly reflecting and applying the objectives and 
policies of “higher” level ones. 

4.2.3 The list of documents within the emerging North Norfolk Local Plan Sustainability 
Appraisal documents, see Appendix 3 for the full list, has been examined to 
establish whether any of the documents have since been superseded, or whether 
any additional “lower” level documents should be included which are specifically 
relevant to the production of the HNP.  



Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 

Version  - v1.0 

19 
 

4.2.4 In addition to those documents reviewed in the emerging North Norfolk Local Plan 
Sustainability Appraisal, Table 4 is a summary of the newly reviewed documents.  

 

Table 4: Policies, Plans & Programmes Subject to Review 
 

 National Planning Policy Statements 
1 National Planning Policy Framework (2012), updates & PPG (Planning Policy 

Guidance)  
 

 

 National Level  
2   Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales & Northern Ireland (2007) 

 

3   Building for Life 12 (2015)  
 

4 The National Adaption Programme – Making the country resilient to a changing 
climate (2013) 
 

 

 Regional Level  
5 Central Norfolk Strategic Housing Market Assessment 2015 (Report Findings 

January 2016) 
 

6 NewAnglia Local Enterprise Partnership for Norfolk & Suffolk – Strategic Economic 
Plan (2014) 
 

 

 Local Level  
7 Core Strategy Incorporating Development Control Policies September 2008 

 

8 Design Guide December 2008 
 

9 Landscape Character Assessment SPD June 2009  
 

10 North Norfolk Local Plan Draft Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report: Consultation 
Version (September 2016)  
 

11 Norfolk Ambition Sustainable Community Strategy 2003 – 2023 
 

12 Partnership of Norfolk District Councils - Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (2008) 
 

13 Site Allocations February 2011 
 

 

 Neighbourhood Level  
14 Holt Conservation Area Character Appraisal and Management February 2010 
15 North Norfolk Local Plan Regulation 18 Consultation: Holt Local Plan Workshop 

Feedback Summary June 2016   
   

16 The Holt Vision February 2012  
 

4.2.1 A detailed review of each document, their key objectives, targets and indicators, 
possible implications for the preparation of the HNP and any emerging issues for 
the Sustainability Appraisal can be seen in Appendix 4.   

4.2.2 This document should be read in conjunction with the review of Policies, Plans and 
Programmes already carried out for the emerging North Norfolk Local Plan 
Sustainability Appraisal. Listed in Appendix 3, these documents are available at:-  

 

https://www.north-norfolk.gov.uk 
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5 Task A2 –  Review of Baseline Information 

 
SEA Directive Requirements - The ‘Environmental Report’ should include: - 
 
 “the relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely 
evolution thereof without implementation of the plan or programme”    

(Annex 1(b)) 
and  
 

“the environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected”  
     (Annex 1(c)) 

 
 
5.1 Introduction   

 
5.1.1 Task A2 of the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report provides outline summary of 

the environmental, social and economic baseline for Holt. By outlining the current 
situation and identifying, where possible, trends and targets for the area, this 
information provides a useful starting point for predicting and monitoring the effects 
of the Neighbourhood Plan and identifying sustainability issues. 
 

5.2 Approach  
 

5.2.1 The comprehensive review undertaken for the Core Strategy and emerging North 
Norfolk Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal Scoping reports set out ‘baseline’ 
information for North Norfolk and provides evidence for Holt. Given the wider 
coverage of these documents, much of the information is given generically for their 
corresponding areas.  
 

5.2.2 As the HNP, which will contribute towards the North Norfolk Local Development 
Framework, is at the parish level focus will be given to gathering baseline 
information specific to the Holt Neighbourhood Area and seek to identify local 
priorities. 

 
5.2.3 The process of assembling baseline information has been guided by the objectives 

and content of the emerging HNP and the requirements of the SEA Directive. It has 
focused on developing an understanding of the current social, economic and 
environmental profile of Holt to highlight potential issues for the HNP and the 
Sustainability Appraisal. The effects of the emerging plan policies will be assessed 
in relation to the baseline for the Sustainability Appraisal.  

 
5.2.4 The collecting of baseline information can be difficult for areas such as parishes 

and/or neighbourhoods, therefore, the statistics used have been collected from a 
number of sources. These sources have been identified and recorded accordingly.    

 
5.2.5 The sustainability issues identified from the baseline analysis have then been 

incorporated into the Sustainability Appraisal Framework for the HNP. The key 
messages for the HNP and Sustainability Appraisal are discussed within each topic.  
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5.3 Population 

5.3.1 The 2011 Census records a population for Holt of 3,808 an increase of 7.3% on the 
2001 Census numbers and a significant increase of over 50% in the last thirty 
years.    

 
 
5.3.2 The age structure of the population of Holt is significantly older than Norfolk as a 

whole, with 38% of the population aged 65 and over compared with 24% in Norfolk 
and only 19% for England.  
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[Source: Census] 
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5.3.3 With 3% and 5% less of the population aged 15 years or less when compared to 
Norfolk and England. This gap widens further with 4% less of the population aged 
less than 10 years old compared to Norfolk.   

5.3.4 The gender split of the population is approximately 44% male and 56% female as 
recorded in the 2011 Census.  
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5.3.5 There is significance difference in life expectancy between the genders, with female 

life expectancy 4.3 years greater than male. The North Norfolk life expectancy 
exceeds that of Norfolk and is almost 1 year above the national average for males 
and 1.5 years above the national average for females.       

 

 
 
 
5.4 Ethnicity 

5.4.1 The resident population of Holt, as recorded in the 2011 Census, is predominately 
white British 96.3% with a further 2.4% classed as other white. The remaining 
groups mixed at 0.6%, Asian ay 0.6% and black at 0.1%. There are no other ethnic 
grouped recorded in the 2011 Census.  
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5.5 Health and Wellbeing 

5.5.1 General Health  

5.5.2 General health is a self-assessment of a person’s general state of health. This 
assessment is not based on a person's health over any specified period of time. 
The Heath and Wellbeing Profile 2017 indicates that people’s general health in Holt 
is worse than the Norfolk average. 75.8% of people described their health as good 
or very good, compared with 79.3% in Norfolk, and 6.1% as bad or very bad, as 
against 5.6% in Norfolk.  

 
Figure 8: General Health   

 
 
 

5.5.3 Long-Term Heath 

5.5.4 A long-term health problem or disability that limits a person's day-to-day activities, 
and has lasted, or is expected to last, at least twelve months. 10.2% of people in 
Holt said that their day-to-day activities were limited a lot by a long-term illness or 
disability, compared with 9.1% in Norfolk and 8.3% in England.  

 
Figure 9: Long-Term Health Problem or Disability 

 
5.5.5 Cancers  

5.5.6 Standardised incidence ratios (SIR1) for all cancers, breast cancer, colorectal 
cancer, lung cancer and prostate cancer enable a comparison of incidents across 
areas of England with a number of 100 used as the standard unit.     

                                                
1 Standardised incidence ratios (SIR) for all cancers, breast cancer, colorectal cancer, lung cancer and 
prostate cancer. Indirectly age-sex standardised ratios (number of new cases as a percentage of expected 
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5.5.7 The population of Norfolk has lower risks of incidents of cancer compared to 
England. With incident levels for the population of Holt at lower risk levels in all 
categories compared to Norfolk, especially in breast, lung and prostate cancers.  

 
 

5.5.8 Estimated Dementia Prevalence  

5.5.9 In Norfolk in 2015 there were estimated to be 14,592 older people (aged 65 and 
over) with dementia but by 2030 the number is predicted to increase to around 
26,937 people diagnosed with dementia.  

5.5.10 In Holt there were estimated to be 130 older people (aged 65 and over) with 
dementia. This is marginally higher as a percentage, 8.3%, than Norfolk, 7.0% of 
this age group. [Source: NCC Health and Wellbeing Profile July 2012 and Norfolk 
Insight]  

5.5.11 Falls in the Elderly   

5.5.12 In Holt 28.1% of people aged 65 and over have a fall, which is a higher percentage 
when compared to 26.5% for both Norfolk and England.     
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                [Source: Norfolk Insight 2010-14]  

  Norfolk  

  Holt  



Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 

Version  - v1.0 

26 
 

 
 

 

5.5.13 Hospital Admissions  

5.5.14 Standardised admission ratios (SAR’s2) for emergency hospital admissions for all 
causes, coronary heart disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, stroke, 
myocardial infarction (heart attack) and hip fractures are based on an expected 
level of 100.  

5.5.15 Based on these SAR’s the population of Holt has higher than expected levels of 
emergency hospital admissions relating to heart attacks and stokes, whilst below 
expected levels of admissions in all other categories, especially pulmonary (lung) 
disease. All admissions levels are significantly below expected levels both for Holt 
and Norfolk. As illustrated in Figure 12.   

 
                                                
2 SAR’s are expected admissions calculated by applying age-specific admission rates for England to each 
area's population. Ratios calculated by dividing the observed admissions (numerator) in the area by the 
expected admissions (denominator) and multiplying by 100. If a SAR is less than 100 that means the number 
of admissions for the area was less than would have been expected. If a SAR is greater than 100 the 
number of admissions was greater than expected. 
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5.5.16 Diabetes  

5.5.17 In Holt 3.4% of the population aged between 16 and 64 years have diabetes (either 
Type 1 or Type 2), which is marginally higher when compared to Norfolk at 3.3% 
and England at 3.1%.     

5.5.18 Whilst in the older population of Holt, 65 years and over, the trend is the complete 
opposite with 12.2% of this group have diabetes compared to Norfolk at 12.5% and 
12.4% for England.  

 

5.6 Deprivation 

5.6.1 The Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) is an overall relative measure of deprivation 
constructed by combining seven categories of deprivation according to their 
respective weights.  

5.6.2 North Norfolk is amougst the 40% of the most deprived neighbourhoods in the 
country, with a ranking of 10,920 out of 32,482 Lower-layer Super Output Area 
(LSOA) across England. (The lower the the number the more adverse the indicator 
is for that neighbourhood.) See Map 3.  
[Scorce: http://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/idmap.html Indices of Deprivation 2015 Exporler]   

 
Map 3: North Norfolk 006C Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) 
 
 

 
 

5.6.3 With the area being defined as north Holt (004B) is amougst the 20% of the least 
deprived neighbourhoods in the country, with a ranking of 26,296 out of 32,482 
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Lower-layer Super Output Area (LSOA) across England and performing significantly 
better than North Norfolk.  See Map 4. 

 
Map 4: North Holt 004B Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD)   
 

 
 

 

5.6.4 With the area being defined as south Holt (004C) is amougst the 40% of the most 
deprived neighbourhoods in the country, with a ranking of 9,972 out of 32,482 
Lower-layer Super Output Area (LSOA) across England and performing marginally 
worse than North Norfolk, although still in the same grouping of 40% most deprived 
neighbourhoods in the country. See Map 5. 

 
Map 5: South Holt 004C Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD)  
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5.6.5 The breakdown by Deprivation Domain category 3 enables a more detailed analysis 
of the indicators. For the two Holt LSOAs (004B and 004C) and using North Norfolk 
as the comparison (all 62 LSOAs) the differences between north and south Holt is 
startling apparent, see Figure 13.   

5.6.6 The area being defined as north Holt generally performs much better in all 
categories when compared to North Norfolk and better in all excpet one – Housing 
& Services – when compared to the area being defined as south Holt. The south 
Holt area performs better in only two categories and adversely in five categories 
when compared to North Norfolk.       

 
                                                
3 In each Deprivation Domain category the higher the percentage the more favourable the situation is whilst the lower the 
percentage the more adverse the situation is.  
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Table 5: Income Deprivation Sub Indicators  
 
     

Income Deprivation  
(Ranking out of 32,844) 
 

North Holt South Holt North Norfolk 

     

Affecting Children  
(IDACI) 
 

 

24,628 
30% least deprived 

 

 

7,024 
30% most deprived 

 

15,294 
30% most deprived 

    Affecting Older People 
(IDAOPI) 

 

30,865 
10% least deprived 
 

 

13,692 
50% most deprived 

 

21,170 
40% least deprived 
 

     
 
5.7 Household Deprivation 

5.7.1 Deprivation is measured through selected household characteristics. These 
deprivation measures (including income, employment and education) illustrate how 
Holt is ranked overall against other areas. See Figures 13 and 14.   

5.7.2 The household deprivation measures for Holt are adverse when compared to 
Norfolk and nationally, see Figure 14. Households in Holt without any deprivation 
indicator are significantly lower at 35% compared to Norfolk at 41% and England at 
43%.  

 
 
5.7.3 Holt households with one indicator are higher, at 39%, than Norfolk and England, at 

34% and 33% respectively. This trend continues with Holt households with two 
indicators at 22% and higher than Norfolk and England, at 20% and 19% 
respectively. Although Holt households with three indicators is lower at 3.7% when 
compared to Norfolk and England, at 4.3% and 5.1% respectively.   
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5.8 Crime  

5.8.1 North Norfolk has the second lowest crime rate, at 33.6, in Norfolk with only the 
district of Broadland lower at 31.9. See Figure 15. Crime figures relate to the 
number of crimes per 1000 population. 
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5.8.2 The large influx of tourists through the summer months is attributed to significant 
increases in the level of crimes associated with anti-social behavior, criminal 
damage, public order and violence. See Figures 16 and 17.   

 
 
 

Landscape & Environment 
 

5.9 Landscape  

5.9.1 North Norfolk contains many important and protected sites with priority habitats and 
species. Designated sites are those areas that are particularly notable for their 
features, biodiversity, flora, fauna or geodiversity and may be designated under 
international agreements (such as the Ramsar Convention and the EC Habitats 
Directive), national law (such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)) or 
through non-statutory designations (such as County Wildlife Sites). Such sites are 
managed to protect and preserve those features for which they are particularly 
valued.   

5.9.2 Holt sited three miles (five kilometres) from the North Norfolk coast. It is at the 
western end of the Cromer Ridge, a glacial moraine of sandy soil running parallel to 
the sea, a region that is recognised today as an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty.  

5.9.3 Holt enjoys a particularly attractive rural setting. To the north, the Ridge slopes 
down towards the coastal villages at the edge of the saltmarsh; Cley next the Sea, 
Kelling and Salthouse. On the west side is the picturesque Glaven Valley.  

5.9.4 There is a good deal of woodland around Holt, particularly on the south side, This 
includes areas of older woodland and more recent plantations of pine trees, which 
make use of areas of poor acidic soil.  

5.9.5 The plantations on the east side are broken up by Gresham's School and Kelling 
Hospital; both have large grounds.  
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5.9.6 The south side of Holt is separated from the town centre by the A148 road, which 
separates Holt from the woods to the south and an important local amenity, Holt 
Country Park.  

Map 6: North Norfolk Agricultural Land Classifications 
 

 
 
 

5.10 Holt Country Park 

5.10.1 Holt Country Park is a short walk from the town. It has had a chequered history, 
including a horseracing course, heath, farmland, forestry and woodland garden. It 
has now been developed into a tranquil woodland dominated with Scots pine and 
native broadleaves. Its rich ground flora supports an abundant display of wildlife 
including deer.  

5.10.2 The park has achieved a Green Flag Award every year since 2005. The park is very 
popular with school and families where they join in environmental and arts events 
throughout the year, with way-marked routes suitable for walkers and wheelchairs 
and pushchair users. There is also orienteering posts in the park for groups to use. 
The park is free to the public with a small charge for parking. 

5.11 Holt Lowes 

5.11.1 The Lowes is an area of heathland of around 120 acres (0.49 km2) to the south of 
Holt, see Map 7, set aside by the Inclosure Act of 1807. The poor of Holt had 
grazing rights for an animal and to take wood and gorse from the land for their own 
use.  

5.11.2 The Lowes is open to the public and has long been recognised as an important 
area for wildlife. It was designated a Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) in 
1954 and for a while managed as a nature reserve by Norfolk Wildlife Trust, which 
continues to act as managing agents for the trustees.  
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Minerals and Waste

6.1.2.4 Household waste actually comprises only a small proportion (approximately 9%) of waste
produced, with much larger amounts generated by businesses, through construction and
demolition and inert waste generated by mineral extraction and associated development
(Norfolk County Council, 2011a).

6.1.2.5 The Norfolk Minerals and Waste Development Framework (Norfolk County Council, 2011a)
sets out broad areas where mineral extraction and associated development and waste
management facilities will be preferred. For North Norfolk, the Framework identifies Cromer,
Fakenham, North Walsham and Sheringham as locational preferences. It is recognised,
however, that minerals can only be extracted where they occur and consequently in North
Norfolk, there is likely to be some loss of land and environmental impact as a result.

6.1.2.6 A number of important minerals are found in North Norfolk, including sand and gravel.
Aggregate minerals (such as sand and gravel) are the main raw materials used by the
construction industry.

Water

6.1.2.7 With the exception of a small area to the District’s south-east which is served by the Broads
water resources, North Norfolk’s water resources are entirely dependent on the North Norfolk
Coast Cromer Ridge chalk aquifer.
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Map 7: Holt Lowes SSSI Natural England Designation 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.12 Spout Hills 

5.12.1 Spout Hills consist of 14 acres (57,000 m2) of green space, which historically 
provided the town of Holt with all of its water needs, enabling it to grow and flourish. 
An old reservoir still exists but the pumping station was dismantled in the 1950’s. 
Much work has been undertaken in more recent years to restore and conserve the 
hills for future generations by removing scrub, keeping the pastures clear and 
maintaining the woodlands which have grown up over the last 50 years. 

5.13 Historic Environment and Conservation Area  

5.13.1 The centre of Holt was designated a Conservation Area in December 1974. It 
covers the historic centre of Holt, and includes primarily early-mid Victorian housing 
to the north and green spaces bordering the town on the east and west sides.  

5.13.2 Most of the buildings within the Conservation Area date from the Georgian, being 
rebuilt after the fire of 1708 when much the historic centre of Holt was destroyed, 
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and early Victorian periods, they have a similar character and scale, and use a 
common range of building materials.  

5.13.3 The historic core of the town is rectangular in plan, bordered by Market Place, Bull 
Street, White Lion Street and Shirehall Plain. The High Street extends away to the 
west from this, encouraging more linear development. The Conservation Area is 
enclosed on the northern, southern and western sides by 20th century 
development. 

5.13.4 One of the most significant changes to the centre has been the construction of a 
large Budgens supermarket store and car park on the south side of High Steet and 
Market Place. This is a visual intrusion into what is otherwise a small-scale and 
relatively homogeneous town centre. There has also been some new smaller-scale 
retail development, where courtyards have been created or re-used, lined with small 
shops. While this sort of development is preferable to the 20th century shopping 
arcades which blight many towns, they do lack the picturesque element which 
makes Holt’s older streetscapes so appealing.  

5.13.5 There are 118 listed buildings in the parish of Holt. Table 6 lists each of these 
buildings and Map 8 identifies those that are located within the Holt Conservation 
Area.   

Table 6: Listed Buildings in Holt 
 
 
 
 

 List Number  Grade Name 
1 1049316 II * The Old Rectory, Letheringsett Hill, Holt 

2 1306557 II * Parish Church of St. Andrew, Church Street, Holt 

3 1169415 II Holt Hall, Cley Road, Holt 

4 1407823 II Holt War Memorial, Market Place, Holt 

5 1049287 II Milestone, Obelisk Plain, Holt 

6 1049311 II 50, High Street, Holt 

7 1049330 II 12, Albert Street, Holt 
8 1049336 II Oddfellows’ Hall, 35, Albert Street, Holt 
9 1049347 II Premises occupied by Spar Foodmarket,4,Fish Hill, Holt 

10 1169461 II 52, High Street, Holt 
11 1169605 II Signpost, Obelisk Plan, Holt 
12 1373737 II 34 & 36, High Street, Holt 
13 1049315 II Hill House, Letheringsett Hill, Holt 
14 1049329 II Osokozi, 6, Albert Street, Holt 
15 1049331 II 16, Albert Street, Holt 
16 1049342 II Praze Cottage, 24, Bull Street, Holt 
17 1049346 II 1, Fish Hill, Holt 
18 1169572 II 27, Market Place, Holt 
19 1373736 II 24, High Street, Holt 
20 1373741 II 31 & 33, Market Place, Holt 
21 1373746 II 8, Albert Street, Holt 
22 1373748 II The Nook, 24, Albert Street, Holt 
23 1373750 II 23, Albert Street, Holt 



Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 

Version  - v1.0 

36 
 

 List Number  Grade Name 
24 1049285 II 37 & 39 Norwich Road, Holt 
25 1049305 II Barn 40 Yards North-East of Heath Farm House, 

Hempstead Road, Holt 
26 1049306 II 2 & 4, High Street, Holt 
27 1049308 II 20 & 22 High Street, Holt 
28 1049309 II 26 & 28 High Street, Holt 
29 1049310 II 46, High Street, Holt 
30 1049312 II 7, 9 & 11, High Street, Holt 
31 1049319 II 12, Market Place, Holt 
32 1049320 II 1, Market Place, Holt 
33 1049325 II 28, New Street, Holt 
34 1049328 II 4, Albert Street, Holt 
35 1049333 II 26, Albert Street, Holt 
36 1049335 II 29, Albert Street, Holt 
37 1049338 II 27, Bull Street, Holt 
38 1049344 II 29, Cromer Road, Holt 
39 1168890 II 3, Bull Street, Holt 
40 1168892 II 37, Bull Street, Holt 
41 1168908 II 3, 4, 5 & 6, Chapel Yard, Holt 
42 1169430 II 1 & 3, Cross Street, Holt 
43 1169433 II 3 & 5, Fish Hill, Holt 
44 1169460 II 48, High Street, Holt 
45 1169556 II 5, Market Place, Holt 
46 1169565 II 17, 19 & 21, Market Place, Holt 
47 1169578 II 35, Market Place, Holt 
48 1169593 II Pear Tree Cottage, 24, New Street, Holt 
49 1169644 II 8, Station Road, Holt 
50 1169660 II Wansbeck House, 6, White Lion Street, Holt 
51 1306496 II Tithe Barn, Letheringsett Hill, Holt 
52 1306528 II School Chapel, Cromer Road, Holt 
53 1306545 II 38, 40 & 42, High Street, Holt 
54 1306786 II 33, Albert Street, Holt 
55 1373713 II 4, Cross Street, Holt 
56 1373714 II 13, Fish Hill, Holt 
57 1373738 II Lloyds Bank, 1, 3 & 5, High Street, Holt 
58 1373743 II 17-27, New Street, Holt 
59 1373747 II 14, Albert Street, Holt 
60 1373749 II 28 & 30, Albert Street, Holt 
61 1373751 II 3, Church Street, Holt 
62 1373763 II 3, Norwich Road, Holt 
63 1373765 II Garden Wall Fronting No.41, Norwich Road, Holt 
64 1373766 II Methodist Church, Obelisk Plain, Holt 
65 1373767 II 4 & 6, Station Road, Holt 
66 1049282 II 33, New Street, Holt 
67 1049304 II 8, Fish Hill, Holt 
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 List Number  Grade Name 
68 1049317 II 2, Market Place, Holt 
69 1049324 II Cranmer House, 20 & 22, New Street, Holt 
70 1049341 II 8, Bull Street, Holt 
71 1168881 II 5-19, Albert Street, Holt 
72 1168885 II 25 & 27, Albert Street, Holt 
73 1306563 II 13, Cromer Road, Holt 
74 1373762 II 35, New Street, Holt 
75 1049283 II Barn Cottage, 1, Norwich Road, Holt 
76 1049284 II 5, Norwich Road, Holt 
77 1049286 II Bacon’s House, 41, Norwich Road, Holt 
78 1049288 II 3-21, Pearsons Lane, Holt 
79 1049289 II 1, 3 & 5, Shirehall Plain, Holt 
80 1049290 II 12-18, Station Road, Holt 
81 1049291 II Nelson House, 2, White Lion Street, Holt 
82 1049292 II White Lion Public House, White Lion Street, Holt 
83 1049307 II 6 & 8, High Street, Holt 
84 1049313 II 27 & 29, High Street, Holt 
85 1049314 II High Silver, 35 & 37, High Street, Holt 
86 1049321 II 11 & 13, Market Place, Holt 
87 1049322 II 23, Market Place, Holt 
88 1049332 II 18 & 20, Albert Street, Holt 
89 1049334 II 1 & 3, Albert Street, Holt 
90 1049337 II Greenways, 1, Bull Street, Holt 
91 1049340 II 45 & 47, Bull Street, Holt 
92 1168906 II 49 & 49A, Bull Street, Holt 
93 1169511 II 39, High Street, Holt 
94 1169534 II Feathers Hotel, 4 & 6, Market Place, Holt 
95 1169585 II 16, New Street, Holt 
96 1169595 II 11, New Street, Holt 
97 1169633 II Fighting Henry Public House, 2, Station Road, Holt 
98 1169650 II Janaway House, White Lion Street, Holt 
99 1306472 II 14, Market Place, Holt 

100 1373733 II Heath Farm House, Hempstead Road, Holt 
101 1373735 II 18, High Street, Holt 
102 1049339 II 39, Bull Street, Holt 
103 1168900 II Hanworth House, 43, Bull Street, Holt 
104 1169480 II 13 & 15, High Street, Holt 
105 1169491 II 21 & 23, High Steet, Holt 
106 1169500 II 33, High Street, Holt 
107 1306469 II 10, Market Place, Holt 
108 1049345 II Woodlands, Cromer Road, Holt 
109 1373712 II The Grove, Cromer Road, Holt 
110 1373734 II Water Mill & Mill House, Hempstead Road, Holt 
111 1373739 II King’s Head Public House, High Street, Holt 
112 1373742 II St. John Hill, 18, New Street, Holt 
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 List Number  Grade Name 
113 1373764 II 27 & 29, Norwich Road, Holt 
114 1373768 II Shrublands, 28, Station Road, Holt 
115 1169620 II The Shirehall, Shirehall Plain, Holt 
116 1049318 II 8, Market Place, Holt 
117 1049323 II School House, Market Place, Holt 
118 1373740 II 3 & 3A, Market Place Holt 
 
 

Map 8: Listed Buildings & Buildings of Local Interest in Holt Conservation Area  
 
 

 
 
 

Water Resources 
 
5.14 Water  

5.14.1 With the exception of a small area to the District’s southeast which is served by the 
Broads water resources, North Norfolk’s water resources are entirely dependent on 
the North Norfolk Coast Cromer Ridge chalk aquifer.  
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5.14.2 With average annual rainfall of approximately 71% of the long-term average for 
England, the Anglian region is the driest in the UK. The region also contains a 
significant number of internationally important wetland sites and other water 
dependent habitats. In recognition of the large number of customers and the 
vulnerability of the natural resources, the Anglian region is designated as an area of 
serious water stress (Anglian Water, 2015, p.26).   

5.14.3 Over the 25-year period between 2015 and 2040, Anglian Water predict that their 
supply-demand balance will be adversely affected by a combination of growth, 
climate change and the reductions in deployable output and that abstraction levels 
will need to restore abstraction to sustainable levels (Anglian Water, 2015, p.2).   

5.14.4 In 2012/13, the vast majority of available water supplies came from groundwater 
(53%) and reservoirs (40%) (Anglian Water, 2015, p.35). Approximately 30% of 
delivered supplies were to non-household customers ((Anglian Water, 2015, p.41). 
Non-household demands in the Norfolk Rural, North Norfolk Coast and Hunstanton 
resource zones are dominated by wholesale, retail trade, food, accommodation and 
other services (Anglian Water, 2015, p.42).   

5.14.5 An important consideration for the Neighbourhood Plan will be to ensure that there 
is sufficient capacity to not only provide water, but also to look at sewage networks, 
waste water treatment works and receiving watercourses. North Norfolk District 
Council is currently working, through the Duty to Co-operate process and Norfolk 
Strategic Framework, to map known constraints; this ongoing work and the potential 
for further work thorough a Water Cycle Study will be used to inform the 
Neighbourhood Plan.    

5.14.6 In respect of local sources of flooding, such as surface water runoff, ground water 
and ordinary watercourses, no nationally significant indicative flood risk areas have 
been identified (Environment Agency, 2010 cited in Norfolk County Council, 2011b 
p.6-7). Within the District, however, it should be noted that there is a high risk of 
flooding from local sources across the county, particularly from surface water and in 
combination with other sources of flooding such as main rivers and the sea. See 
Map 9 for the Environment Agency Flood Zones in North Norfolk.   

5.14.7 Based on the work undertaken by the lead Floor Agency, Norfolk County Council, in 
identifying those settlements and infrastructure as being most at risk from surface 
water flooding Holt is not recognised in the top four priority groups, although 
another North Norfolk settlements are. (Priority 3: Cromer, North Walsham and 
Sheringham and priority 4: West Runton, Fakenham, Stalham, Wells, Mundesley 
and Ludham).  

5.14.8 Following on from the preliminary report, a draft Norfolk Local Flood Risk 
Management Strategy (Post Consultation Final Draft v.13.1 (2015)) has been 
produced and identifies tidal flooding as the most significant hazard in North 
Norfolk, identifying that in the south and east of the District flooding could extend 
over a significant area (Norfolk County Council, 2015, p.75). Further detailed 
studies are being produced, including a North Norfolk Surface Water Management 
Plan (SWMP) to gain a greater understanding of the potential risks and 
consequences of flooding from sources of local flood risk, (i.e. flooding from surface 
water, groundwater and ordinary watercourses). As more information becomes 
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available it will be used to inform the Neighbourhood Plan and help inform local 
flood risk management strategies.  

Map 9: Environment Agency Flood Zones in North Norfolk 
 

 
 
 
 

Air  
 
5.15 Air Quality  

5.15.1 Due to the location and rural nature, industry in North Norfolk is generally small 
scale. The main population within North Norfolk is located around the market towns 
of Wells-Next-The-Sea, Fakenham, Holt, Sheringham, Cromer, North Walsham, 
and Stalham. The population varies significantly between the summer and winter 
due to varying levels of tourism; a sector which makes a vital contribution to the 
economy of the District.  

5.15.2 There are no Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) in North Norfolk, although a 
nitrogen dioxide hotspot has been identified in Hoveton, southeast of Holt, due to 
the high levels of traffic and congestion in the town centre. Air quality levels are kept 
under review. There is the potential for nitrogen dioxide levels to increase with an 
increase in population, vehicles and traffic.  

  

climate change, flood risk in the District is likely to becomemore of an issue, with an increase
in the frequency and scale expected. In addition, more extreme weather conditions could
lead to an increase in surface water flooding and increased flooding risk. This has the
potential to impact on development potential.

Map 4 Environment Agency Flood Zones
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Housing 
 
5.16 Housing Supply 

5.16.1 The 2011 Census records 1,807 dwellings across the parish. The household size, 
as illustrated by Figure 18, differs considerably from that of Norfolk and England. 
Whilst it is recognised national that household size is reducing, Holt already has 
significantly more one and two person households when compared to both Norfolk 
and England.  

 

 
 
 
5.17 Housing Type 

5.17.1 The 2011 Census shows that the housing mix in Holt is dominated by detached 
dwellings, 49%, see Figure 19, is significantly high when compared to 39% for 
Norfolk. Whilst Holt, with 26% semi-detached, has 3% less than Norfolk with 29%. 
Holt also has fewer terraced, 14%, and flats, maisonettes or apartments dwellings, 
10% than across Norfolk that has 19% and 12% respectively. 
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5.18 Tenure  

5.18.1 In Holt just under 67.5% of housing is owner occupied, as illustrated in Figure 20, 
with 53.5% being owned out right and 14% with mortgages. There is a very small 
percentage, only 0.3%, of shared ownership housing. Of the local housing market 
29.8% is rented accommodation, with 18.4% affordable and 11.4% private rented. 
The tenure split is broadly inline with that seen across Norfolk.  
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5.19 House Prices and Affordability  

5.19.1 In Holt average house price over the last twenty years has risen by 69%, this is 
higher than Norfolk at 66% but lower than England at 72%. 

 
 
 
5.19.2 Affordability of local houses is a significant issue. With the median salary for North 

Norfolk, £18,008 and the average house price in Holt £401,137. see Figure 21 and 
Figure 22, results in an average house price to income ratio of 1:22. This is 
significantly higher than the ration for Norfolk North and England at 1:9 and 1:7 
respectfully. [Source: Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings Office for National 
Statistics].   
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Figure 21: Holt Average House Prices  
[Source: Zoopla July  2017] 
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5.20 Affordable Homes  

5.20.1 In Holt there are currently a total of 363 affordable homes, of these 47 are sheltered 
housing, 8 are shared ownership and a total of 308 are rented. See Figure 23 for a 
breakdown of size and type.   

5.20.2 Within these numbers are 27 homes are rented and 6 homes are shared ownership 
properties on the Holt Exception Housing Scheme (solely available to meeting the 
local housing need of Holt and the adjoining parishes).  

 

 
 
 
5.21 Housing Needs   

5.21.1 The Central Norfolk Strategic Housing Market Assessment Report identifies the 
Objectively Assessed Need (OAN) for Norfolk and the individual Districts.  

5.21.2 For North Norfolk a total of 10,067 dwellings have been identified as the OAN for 
the period 2011 to 2036.  

5.21.3 As at August 2017 there are 817 applicants on the housing list requiring housing in 
Holt of which 76 are on the Housing Register (high level of need and meet the 
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reasonable preference criteria), 76 are on the Transfer Register (specifically wish to 
transfer to the Holt area) and 649 on the Housing Options Register (lower levels of 
need and may not meet one or more of the reasonable preference criteria). 

 

5.22 Housing Land Availability 

5.22.1 Holt Form and Character  

5.22.2 Holt is identified as one of a cluster of three towns, together with Cromer and 
Sheringham, which are identified as performing complementary roles. Whilst 
identified as a Principal Settlement, Holt has a small market town character, which 
is derived not only from the historic town centre and many period buildings, but also 
from the attractive countryside which surrounds the town. In particular, to the north 
or west is the Glaven Valley Conservation Area and the A.O.N.B.   

5.22.3 There are a small number of sites within the established built up area of Holt which 
may become available for development in future years, but none of sufficient size to 
accommodate the number of dwellings required. To meet the Core Strategy 
requirement for new housing it was therefore necessary to identify new 'greenfield' 
sites for development.  

5.22.4 Within the central cluster of towns, Holt has been identified as the most suitable 
location for new employment development, as Holt already performs a strong 
employment role.  

5.22.5 The pressure on car parking space in Holt is severe and it is increasingly the case 
that inadequate spaces are available to accommodate both employees and visitors 
to the town. This manifests itself in excessive on-street car parking and traffic 
congestion as drivers circulate the town in search of car parking. North Norfolk 
District Council does not consider that this issue can be addressed through the 
management of existing spaces alone, and to protect the long-term viability and 
vitality of the town centre, an additional car park is required.    

5.22.6 Anglian Water has indicated that there is limited capacity in the sewage treatment 
works and foul sewerage network and therefore the timing of development will be 
dependent on available capacity.  

 

5.23 Core Strategy Settlement Hierarchy 

5.23.1 The Core Strategy identifies Holt as a Principal Settlement with a Small Town 
Centre, as an employment area attracting people from the surrounding area to work 
in Holt. The Core Strategy seeks to development of the towns industrial estate at 
Hempstead Road and providing a choice of possible development sites that may be 
beneficial to the local economy particularly for business-park style developments 
which would enhance employment opportunities for the cluster of towns and 
villages in the central part of the district.  
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5.23.2 The Core Strategy recognises, as with the rest of North Norfolk, there is significant 
demand and need for new housing in Holt. As there 
are few, if any, significant opportunities for brownfield 
redevelopment it would be necessary to identify new 
greenfield development sites if substantial house 
building were proposed but that this must respect the 
scale and character of Holt and protect the 
surrounding Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(A.O.N.B.) and Glaven Valley Conservation Areas.   

5.23.3 Policy SS9 of the Core Strategy specifically relates to 
Holt and states that: -   

• Between 2001-2021 a total of between 650 and 
700 dwellings will be built in Holt. This will 
include 250-300 dwellings on newly identified 
greenfield development sites which are well 
integrated with the established built up area of the town and minimise the 
impact on the countryside, particular the A.O.N.B and the Glaven Valley 
Conservation Area.  

 
• Approximately 15 hectares of land will be identified for employment 

generating development comprising 10 hectares already in use or 
designated for this purpose and a further 5 hectares with suitable vehicular 
access onto the A148, focusing on business park style uses.  

 
• Opportunities to improve the pedestrian environment of the town centre will 

be identified in the Site Specific Proposals document and the provision of 
additional car parking, with high quality pedestrian links to the town centre 
will be sought.  

 
• A Public Realm designation is defined to co-ordinate the use of areas where 

pedestrian access, informal recreation and appearance are crucial to the 
town’s attractiveness to residents and visitors.  

 
• All major new development must demonstrate no adverse impact on the 

hydrology of Norfolk Valley Fens Special Area of Conservation (Holt Lowes), 
and developments within the groundwater 
catchment of this site must fully mitigate the 
impact of all-hard surfacing to minimise storm 
run-off.  

 
 
 
5.24 Site Allocations 

5.24.1 Holt, through Policy SS9 of the Core Strategy has 
its housing allocation and the Site Allocation 
Development Plan Document identifies the growth 
policies and sites (HO1 and HO9).  
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Map 10:  Site Allocations DPD Map 6.1 Allocations for Holt  

[Source: Site Allocations Document: Section 6 Major Growth Locations] 

 
 
 

 

5.25 Policy H01: Land West of Woodfield Road 

5.25.1 The site is within the Norfolk Coast A.O.N.B. and Glaven Valley Conservation Area 
but due to the topography of the site and the surrounding development and 
landscaping it is not prominent in the wider landscape. The landscape boundary to 
the north of the site should be supplemented and improved to ensure the impact of 
development is minimised. The site is well integrated within the town, with 
convenient access to the town centre and other key facilities.  
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Map 11:  Site Allocations DPD Map 6.2 Land West of Woodfield Road (H01)  

 [Source: Site Allocations Document: Section 6 Major Growth Locations] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

5.25.2 The site is land amounting to 3.25 hectares, allocated for residential development of 
approximately 100 dwellings. Development will be subject to compliance with 
adopted Core Strategy policies including on-site provision of the required proportion 
of affordable housing (currently 45%) and contributions towards infrastructure, 
services and other community needs as required.  

 

5.26 Policy H09: Land at Heath Farm / Hempstead Road   

5.26.1 The site is a large area of land which is capable of accommodating housing, 
employment, recreational, commercial and community uses. It is allocated for a 
mixed use development including approximately 200 dwellings, not less than 5 
hectares of land in employment generating uses of which not less that 3.5 hectares 
shall comprise serviced industrial land, public open space, and a mix of commercial 
and community uses, possibly including a petrol filling station. Uses such as a 
nursing/care home and a hotel would also be acceptable. No retail development will 
be permitted other than small local convenience shopping which is designed to 
serve the needs of new residents but not compete with the town centre. The main 
vehicular access to the site would be from the A148 which would serve both the 
new development and the existing Hempstead Road Industrial Estate.  

a. Layout, design and landscaping that has regard to the setting of the town and the sites
location within the Norfolk Coast AONB;

b. no vehicular access to Peacock Lane;
c. provision of suitable pedestrian / cycle links to the town centre and surrounding area;
d. provision of suitable landscaping along site boundaries with particular attention to the

northern boundary;
e. retention of hedgerows along site boundaries;
f. prior approval of a scheme of mitigation to minimise potential impacts on the North Norfolk

Coast SPA/SAC arising as a result of increased visitor pressure, and on-going monitoring
of such measures; and,

g. demonstration that there is adequate capacity in sewage treatment works and the foul
sewerage network and that proposals have regard toWater Framework Directive objectives.

This site is within the Norfolk Coast AONB and development proposals should be informed by,
and be sympathetic to, the special landscape character of this protected site. Proposals should
also be informed by Core Strategy Policies EN1 and EN2.

Site Map

The following map shows the area of land that is allocated for development.
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Map 12:  Site Allocations DPD Picture 6.1 Land at Heath Farm / Hempstead Road (H09)  
[Source: Site Allocations Document: Section 6 Major Growth Locations] 

 

5.26.2 The site is land amounting to approximately 15 hectares, allocated for a mixed use 
development including approximately 200 dwellings, not less than 5 hectares of 
land in employment generating uses of which not less that 3.5 hectares shall 
comprise serviced industrial land, public open space, and community facilities.  

 

5.27 Policy CP10: Car Park: Land at Thornage Road 

5.27.1 The allocation comprises undeveloped grazing land on the northern side of 
Thornage Road. The site is low lying at the eastern end but rises to the west. 
Roadside hedging partly screens the site but it is nevertheless prominent in the 
local landscape and is highly visible from the Thornage Road. The site is part of the 
Glaven Valley Conservation Area and is adjacent to Spout Hills which are an 
important wildlife habitat.  A large area has been identified to ensure that sufficient 
space is available to provide for a comprehensive landscaping scheme which will 
be necessary to mitigate the visual impact of a car park within the Conservation 
Area.   

 

g. prior approval of a scheme of mitigation to minimise potential impacts on the North Norfolk
Coast SPA / SAC and Ramsar site arising as a result of increased visitor pressure, and
on-going monitoring of such measures; and,

h. demonstration that there is adequate capacity in sewage treatment works and the foul
sewerage network and that proposals have regard toWater Framework Directive objectives.

Retail development, other than that serving the needs of the proposed development, will not be
permitted.

Site Map

The following map shows the area of land that is allocated for development.
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Map 13:  Site Allocations DPD Map 6.3 Land at Thornage Road (CP10)  
 [Source: Site Allocations Document: Section 6 Major Growth Locations] 

 

 

 

5.27.2 The site is land amounting to approximately 2 hectares is allocated for a public car 
park. Development of the site will be subject to compliance with adopted Core 
Strategy policies and car parking standards.   

 

 

 
  

b. improvements to the pedestrian environment in Valley Lane;
c. comprehensive landscaping within the site and to the Thornage Road frontage;
d. provision of bicycle parking; and,
e. prior completion of a Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA) and completion of any highway

improvements identified by the Assessment.

Site Map

The following map shows the area of land that is allocated for car park use.
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5.28 Employment Demographics 

5.28.1 In the 2011 Census 1,219 people were identified of working age (aged between 16 
and 74 years old) in Holt and predominately, 61%, employed in the higher 
classifications of employment, with the majority in professional, technical, 
administrative, skilled or managerial roles (as illustrated in Figure 24.  

5.28.2 The working population of Holt is spread across the classifications. When 
comparing across Norfolk there are 2.6% higher in roles as managers and senior 
officials, whilst professional and technical are just about the same percentage 
although administrative and secretarial are 3.4% lower. Skilled trades are 2.1% 
higher.  

 

 
 
5.29 Employment  

5.29.1 Within the Core Strategy Holt is recognised as having established a reputation as a 
niche market shopping centre and jobs in retailing constitute a significant proportion 
of total employment.  

13.0%	

24.5%	

7.1%	
16.2%	

10.8%	

9.0%	

5.4%	

13.9%	

Figure 24: Employment Type: Holt  
[Source: 2011 Census] 

 Managers & Senior Officials  Professional & Technical  Administrative & Secretarial 

 Skilled Trades   Caring, Leisure & Services  Sales & Customer Service 

 Plant & Machine Operatives  Elementary Occupations 

Economic Development 
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5.29.2 Holt has the fourth largest retail provision in terms of sales floorspace in the District. 
The centre has a very low shop vacancy rate and appears to be trading healthily. 
The centre has a relatively high number of comparison goods shops. Most of shops 
are small independent outlets, but there is a selection of high end multiples. The 
centre has a lower proportion of non-retail services but the overall choice is 
satisfactory. Holt has established niche-shopping role with a range of shops and 
other services, which acts as both a local service centre and a tourist visitor 
destination. A key issue with Holt is the pressure on car parking to meet these 
customer’s needs.    

5.29.3 Holt does provide a comparatively wide choice of employment opportunities in 
retail, light industrial, education and service sectors.  

5.29.4 Employment levels in Holt are high and above Norfolk. Data from Department for 
Work & Pensions has 2.3% of the working age population of Holt claiming Job 
Seekers Allowance (JSA). This compares favourably to 3% for Norfolk and 3.3% for 
England. See Table 7.       

 
 

5.30 Benefits  

5.30.1 The level of benefits being claimed in North Norfolk is lower across all three key 
measures, when compared to Norfolk and England, see Table 7.  

 
Table 7: Benefit Levels  
 

Benefit Norfolk Norfolk Norfolk England 
Jobseekers Allowance  2.3% 3% 3.3% 

Incapacity Benefits  2.2% 2.4% 2.4% 
Any Benefits (including in work benefits) 12.4% 13.2% 13.5% 

 
Source: www.ilivehere.co.uk (accessed July 2017) & Department for Work and Pensions  

 
 
 

5.31 Employment Areas  

5.31.1 The main employment areas for the residents of the area are: -  
 

• Gresham’s School and Holt Community Primary School for educational 
based vocations.  
 

• Town Centre for small retail, financial, legal and hospitality sectors.  
 

• Hempstead Road Industrial Estate for light industry, manufacturing, retail 
and office based vocations.  

 
 



Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 

Version  - v1.0 

53 
 

Transport & Access 
 
5.32 Transport Routes  

5.32.1 Holt is well served by roads linking it to surrounding villages and to the larger 
settlements of Fakenham, Cromer and Norwich. The main thoroughfare through 
Holt is Market Place and High Street, which comprise the main commercial centre.  

5.32.2 The A148 by-pass curves round to the south, following the line of a former railway, 
while the original main road continues on into the town. This allows traffic to bypass 
the centre of the town.  

5.32.3 Holt is 25 miles (37.5 kilometres) north of the centre of Norwich. With the costal 
towns of Cromer (10 miles or 15 kilometres) and Sheringham (6.5 miles or 10 
kilometres) to the east. To the west is the market town of Fakenham (13 miles or 
19.5 kilometres) and King’s Lynn (34 milles or 51 kilometres) away.   

 
 

5.33 Public Transport 

5.33.1 There are two providers, North Norfolk Community Transport and Sanders 
Coaches, operating bus services to and from Holt. These bus services run to the 
following main locations with stops in smaller villages in between:-   

 
• Aldborough 
• Cawston   
• Cromer  
• Drayton  
• East and West Runton 
• Edgefield  
• Fakerham 
• Felthorpe 
• Hellesdon   
• Hillington 
• Horsford  
• King’s Lynn  
• Lenwade 
• Melton Constable  
• Mundesley 
• North Walsham  
• Norwich  
• Overstrand 
• Reepham  
• Sheringham 
• Taverham 
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5.33.2 Holt no longer has an operational railway station, closing to passengers in April 
1964 and to freight in December 1964. It was part of the Midland and Great 
Northern Joint Railway network, which spread over much of East Anglia, providing 
connections to Cromer, Norwich and Yarmouth. 

5.33.3 The nearest national railway station is 6.5 miles (10 kilometres) away by road at 
Sheringham on the Bittern Line, which is 29 miles (43.5 kilometres) by train away 
from the City of Norwich. Norwich Airport is 21 miles (31.5 kilometres) away by 
road.    

 

5.34 Car & Van Ownership  

5.34.1 Household ownership of cars and vans in Holt is considerably lower than across 
Norfolk and East of England. With 23% of households not owning a vehicle this is 
only just short of the 26% for England. Holt households with one vehicle, at 53%, 
are much higher when compared to Norfolk at 45% although all other categories are 
significantly lower than Norfolk, East of England and England. See Figure 25 for 
more details and information.  
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Figure 25: Vehicles per Household   
 [Source: 2011 Census] 
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5.35 Travel to Work 

5.35.1 The 2011 Census shows that 29% of residents aged 16 to 74 drive or are driven to 
work compared to 45% for Norfolk which with the lower level of households with 
multiple vehicle ownership, see Figure 25, illustrates that residents are less 
dependent on the car than other parts of Norfolk.  

5.35.2 It has been identified within the Core Strategy that Holt is a significant net importer 
of employees from the surrounding area including Sheringham and Cromer and 
55% of the town's working population work in Holt, therefore, walking to work, as a 
method of travel, is significantly higher in Holt, 12%, compared to Norfolk and 
England at 8% and 7% respectfully. More residents work from home, 5%, compared 
to 4% for Norfolk and England.  See Figure 26 for details. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

5.35.3 The success of Holt’s town centre and attracting visitors results in acute parking 
problems with both the lack of sufficient spaces and the location of existing car 
parks creating congestion and conflict with pedestrians. This issue should be 
addressed in advance of any significant increase in retail development.   
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Figure 26: Method of Travel to Work    
(Source: 2011 Census) 
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Education 
 
5.36 Educational Facilities 

 
• Primary education is provided at Holt Community Primary School for children aged 

between 4 and 11.    
 

• Secondary and Sixth Form education is provided by Sheringham High School for 
children aged between 11 and 18. 
 

• Gresham’s School, a long-established public school, provides a high quality, fully 
rounded education to boys and girls from the age of three in Pre-Prep and Nursery to 
Sixth Form students.  

 

• Further and higher education at University of East Anglia (UEA) and Norwich City 
College (NCC)  

 

5.37 Gresham's School 

5.37.1 Holt has long associations with Gresham’s School, a long-established public school 
founded in 1555 by Sir John Gresham, originally for boys only but co-educational 
since 1971. 

5.38 Holt Community Primary School  

5.38.1 Holt Community Primary School is a state primary school for children aged 4–11. 
The Infant School was built in 1910 with the Junior School being built by 1928. The 
Infant School and Junior School was amalgamated in 1965 to form Holt County 
Primary School. The school has been extended and developed over the years with 
an activities hall, offices, staff room and library built in the mid-1990s. The most 
recent addition to the school has been in the form of a new school kitchen. The old 
kitchen and canteen was demolished. The school changed its name in 1999 to Holt 
Community Primary School. 

5.38.2 There is no state high school in Holt, therefore, children are educated at 
Sheringham High School from the ages of 11–18. 

 

5.39 Highest Qualification  

5.39.1 The percentage of residents with no qualifications in Holt is 3% higher when 
compared to Norfolk and 7% higher when compared nationally. See Figure 27 for 
the full breakdown.  

5.39.2 Qualifications at levels 1 and 3 are lower Holt when compared to Norfolk and 
England, although levels 2 and 4 are both higher than Norfolk. Indicating that a 
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more residents leaving school achieved 5 or more GCSE passes (grades A to C) or 
equivalent whilst those remaining in higher education a greater number achieve a 
degree or equivalent.  

 
 

 
 

 

5.39.3 Qualification Level Key  
 

Level 1: 1 to 4 O levels/CSE/GCSEs (any grades), Foundation Diploma, NVQ level 1, 
Foundation GNVQ, Basic/Essential Skills. 
 

Level 2: 5 or more O level (Passes) / CSEs (Grade 1) / GCSEs (Grades A* to C), School 
Certificate, 1 A Level / 2 to 3 AS Levels / VCEs, Intermediate / Higher Diploma, NVQ level 
2, Intermediate GNVQ, City and Guilds Craft, BTEC First/General Diploma, RSA Diploma.  
 

Level 3: 2 or more A Levels /VCEs, 4 or more AS Levels, Higher School Diploma, 
Progression/Advanced Diploma, NVQ level 3, Advanced GNVQ, City and Guilds 
Advanced Craft, ONC, OND, BTEC National, RSA Advanced Diploma.  
 

Level 4: Degree (BA, BSc), Higher Degree (MA, PhD, PGCE), NVQ level 4 or 5, RSA 
Higher Diploma, BTEC Higher level, Professional Qualifications.  
 

Other Qualifications: Vocation and work-related, apprenticeship, foreign qualification 
(level unknown).    
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6 Task A3 - Identifying Sustainability Issues for Holt       

 
SEA Directive Requirements - The ‘Environmental Report’ should include:-   
 

“any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan or 

programme including, in particular, those relating to any areas of a particular 

environmental importance, such as areas designated pursuant to Directives 

79/409/EEC (the ‘Birds Directive’) and 92/43/EEC (‘Habitats Directive’)  

 
6.1 Introduction   

6.1.1 Task A3 of the SA Scoping process requires the identification of sustainability 
issues for Holt that the Neighbourhood Plan should then seek to address.  

6.1.2 Building on Task A1 (reviewing the relevant policies, plans and programmes) and 
Task A2 (considering the baseline character of the area) a number of sustainability 
issues for Holt have been identified. As these are relevant to the production of 
documents that will form part of the North Norfolk Local Development Framework 
they must be considered when undertaking the Sustainability Appraisal for the HNP.   

6.2 Approach  

6.2.1 In reviewing the issues it was found that those identified for the Holt Neighbourhood 
Plan Area (Task A3) are the similar to those identified for the North Norfolk District.  

6.2.2 As produced from the emerging North Norfolk Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal 
Scoping Report (September 2016) which the issues for North Norfolk are 
summarised in Table 8, and all apply, characterised under the following categories:-   

 
• environmental;  

• social; and  

• economic.  

 

6.2.3 The Sustainability Appraisal Objectives have been identified as a result of the 
issues emerging and form the basis of the appraisal framework in Task A4. These 
will help to assess how sustainable options for growth within the HNP are explored 
and developed. The links between the issues and the objectives are shown to 
highlight how the framework will ensure the issues are considered throughout the 
appraisal process. 

6.2.4 Where appropriate, SEA topics are provided in brackets to identify which parts of 
the table correspond to specific SEA requirements. 
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Table 8: Key Sustainability Issues for North Norfolk & Holt     

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES  
SEA topics: Land, soil water, bio-diversity, fauna, flora, air, climatic factors, cultural heritage,  

architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape 
 

 HOLT PARISH SPECIFIC RESEARCH (2017) 
 
Land, Soil and Water Resources 
 

• Holt has a very limited amount of ‘brownfield’ sites for redevelopment.  (ENV1, ENV2 and ENV6)  
 

• The surrounding area of Holt is open countryside, farmland, heathland and parkland. (ENV6) 
 
 
Biodiversity, Fauna, Flora and Geodiversity 
 

• The area is particularly noted for its wildlife; bats, deer, dragonflies and barn owls. (ENV5)  
 

• Parts of Holt and the surrounding area is situation in the Glaven Valley conservation area. (ENV5 and ENV6)   
 

 
Landscape, Townscape and the Historic Environment 
 

• Parts of the Parish benefit from views across open countryside, which are highly valued by local residents. (ENV5, ENV6 and SOC1)  
 

• Easy access to Holt County Park and The Lowes (SSSI). (ENV3, ENV5, ENV6 and SOC1) 
 
 

• 118 Listed buildings with zero identified as being ‘at risk’. (ENV6)  
 

• Holt is a market town settlement build up along old historic trade routes and roads with a degree of ‘infill’. The town centre reflects predominately retail 
activities with more substantial commercial or community activity on the outskirts of the built environment. (ENV1, ENV5 and ENV6).  

 
• Any new development needs to be integrated into the existing character, form and density. (ENV1, ENV5 and ENV6)   
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NORTH NORFOLK EMERGING LOCAL PLAN SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL SCOPING REPORT (September 2016) 
 
Land, Soil and Water Resources 
 

• The District has a limited amount of suitable and available previously developed land and significant areas of high quality agricultural land. The need to 
identify and maintain a supply of developable land to meet the District’s needs means that there is increasing pressure on greenfield land. 
 

• How to protect the best and most versatile agricultural land whilst meeting District’s development needs. 
 

• The impact of new development on water supply capacity, sewage networks, waste water treatment works and receiving water courses should be 
considered as should the incorporation of water conservation measures to protect water resources. 

 
 
Climate Change, Air Quality, Pollution and Energy 
 

• Climate change is expected to have significant and wide-reaching impacts. There is a need to consider addressing climate change mitigation and 
adaption as a cross-cutting issue.  
 

• How to ensure that the risk of and impacts of flooding (fluvial, tidal, surface and sewer) is managed. 
 

• How to ensure that the risk of and impacts of coastal erosion is managed. 
 

• Per capita CO2 emissions are higher than the national average. There is a need to promote the use of renewable energy and reduce climate change 
emissions. 

 
• Conflicting priorities between the need to develop renewable energy sources and the desire to protect the unique environment of North Norfolk. 

 
• How to ensure that new development does not impact negatively on local air quality levels.  

 
• The need to ensure that the impacts of pollution (including water, noise, light and odour) are suitably considered and addressed, with consideration 

given to pollution being a cross-cutting issue (for example there are potential impacts on the natural environment and health). 
 

• The need to ensure that there is no risk to public health or the environment from contaminated land. 
 
 
Biodiversity, Fauna, Flora and Geodiversity 
 

• How to protect and enhance habitats, including designated sites and protected species, including taking into account the effects of climate change. 
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• How to conserve and protect geodiversity. 

 
• How to protect and enhance green infrastructure networks and ensure that habitats do not become further fragmented. 

 
 
Landscape, Townscape and the Historic Environment 
 

• How policies and development proposals can protect and enhance the District’s landscape / seascape / townscape character. 
 

• How policies and development proposals can protect and enhance the District’s historic environment, and their settings (designated and non-
designated assets). 

 
• How policies and development proposals can address ‘heritage at risk’. 

 
• The Government attaches great importance to the design of the built environment. Good design is a key aspect of sustainable development, is 

indivisible from good planning, and should contribute positively to making places better for people. North Norfolk settlements have distinct characters, 
reflecting the local environment and their historic development.  

 
• How to achieve sustainable, high quality design that reflects local character and creates places, spaces and buildings that work well, wear well and 

look good. 
 

• How to balance development with protecting and enhancing enhance the District’s landscape / seascape / townscape character. 
 

 
 

SOCIAL ISSUES  
(SEA topic: Population and human heath) 

 HOLT SPECIFIC RESEARCH (2017) 
 
Population Healthy and Inclusive Communities 
 

• In the 10 year period between the Census of 2001 and 2011 the population of Holt has increased by 7.3%. The population of Holt is significantly older 
when compared to the comparison groups with 38% of the population aged 65 or over. Having an aging population has implications for the level, 
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nature and distribution of community services and amenities that are required. (SOC1)      
 

• Facilities for local play and interaction are needed to help build and maintain a strong community. (SOC1) 
 

• Access to key medical services (Holt Medical Practice and its doctors) are located just outside parish at the Hospital site in High Kelling and have a 
lack of a safe pedestrian and/or cycleway to enable residents access without the use of a car. (ENV4 and SOC1)  

 
Human Health  
 

• Access to housing that is affordable is a significant problem for the residents of Holt, especially the young and first-time buyers. The affordability of 
new housing stock needs to be at a level that will ensure that local community and key workers can access their local housing markets. (SOC2)  
 

• Housing types that are suitable for and meet the requirements of an older person. (SOC2) 
 

• Household sizes are becoming smaller as more people remain single for longer or become single, and as a result require more homes to cater for this 
trend. (SOC2) 

 
• The Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) illustrates a clear divide between the north and south of Holt. There is a need to create a balanced, inclusive 

and integrated community. (SOC1 and SOC2) . 
 

The reduction of deprivation involves:  
• Improving education and attainment. (EC1)  
• Reducing income deprivation. (EC1)  
• Improving health and environmental quality. (ENV5 and SOC1) 
• Reducing crime. (SOC1)  
• Reducing social exclusion. (SOC1, SOC2 and EC1) 

 
• The issue of ‘second homes’ and its impact on communities and the availability of the housing stock are of great concern. Holt currently has cc10% 

‘second homes’ although this percentage is anticipated to rise as in other North Norfolk towns and villages. (SOC1 and SOC2) 
 

NORTH NORFOLK EMERGING LOCAL PLAN SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL SCOPING REPORT (September 2016) 
 
Healthy and Inclusive Communities 
 

• The limited number of young people living in the district creates a less socially balanced community. 
 

• The needs of the ageing population, including an increased demand for health and care services, will need to be considered. 



Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 

Version  - v1.0 

63 
 

 
• There is a lack of young and working-age people in the district to support the economy and sustain workforce levels. 

 
• There is a need to improve the health of the population and promote healthy lifestyles.  

 
• Relatively, the District measures poorly on a number of measures of deprivation including access to housing and local services, quality of living and 

education, skills and training.  
 

• There is a need to plan for growth where it can provide the growth benefits and sustainable access to services. 
 

• Crime rates within the District’s largest towns are generally higher than within the rest of the District. 
 

• There is a need to improve the opportunities to walk and cycle and use open space provisions as a means of recreation and for leading a more 
sustainable lifestyle. (ENV4, ENV5, SOC1 and EC2)   

 
• There are varying levels of attainment across the area; generally lower levels are experienced amongst older people. (SOC1 and EC1) 

 
 
Housing 
 

• The housing market does not meet the needs of all parts of the community. In particular, there is a significant lack of affordable housing for local 
people that the Local Plan will need to address. 
 

• A significant proportion of the existing housing stock is made-up of second homes and holiday homes and will need to be taken into account when 
planning for future housing needs. 

 
• The housing needs of the ageing population need to be addressed. 

 
• There is a need to plan for housing and economic growth where it can provide the growth benefits and sustainable access to services and jobs. 

 
• How to balance housing needs with protecting and enhancing enhance the District’s landscape / seascape / townscape character. 
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ECONOMIC ISSUES 
(SEA topic: Human heath) 

 HOLT SPECIFIC RESEARCH  (2017) 
 
Economic Activity and Education 
 

• The reliance on traditional industries and sectors for local jobs; the need to embrace and create the environment suitable to attract modern 
technologies and new employment. (EC1 and EC2)  
 

• Impact of high business rates and the growth in Charity Shops (who an exempt from business rates) on the trades in the town centre. (EC1 and EC2)   
 

• Growth in tourism and accommodating the subsequent growth in traffic entering Holt and town centre parking spaces. (EC1 and EC2) 
 
 
Transport and Accessibility 
 

• Growth in tourism and accommodating the subsequent growth in traffic entering Holt and town centre parking spaces. (EC1 and EC2) 
 

• Availability and access (using more sustainable transport modes) of services and facilities for all age groups. (ENV4, SOC1 and EC2) 
 

• Improving access to jobs, services and facilities by public transport and reducing the need to travel by private car. (ENV4, SOC1 and EC2)  
 

• Providing appropriate transport infrastructure. (ENV1, SOC1 and EC2)    
 

• Improving the accessibility to services and facilities for those who wish to walk and cycle. (ENV4, SOC1 and EC2)   
 

NORTH NORFOLK EMERGING LOCAL PLAN SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL SCOPING REPORT (September 2016) 
 
Economic Activity and Education 
 

• The District is reliant on a narrow economic base and low wage economy. 
 

• There is a low employment rate in the District. 
 

• The need to support the retention of existing employment and traditional rural industries.  
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• There is a need to encourage new employment. 

 
• There has been a significant loss of jobs in some industries, including manufacturing. This trend is expected to continue. 

 
• The need to consider the impact of older people on employment. 

 
• The need to ensure that tourism continues to play an important part in terms of employment, although it is generally seasonal and low paid. 

 
• The need to retain retail spend in Market Towns. 

 
• The need to retain retail services in towns and villages. 

 
• The need to plan for housing and economic growth where it can provide the growth benefits and sustainable access to services and jobs. 

 
• The need to ensure that employment land is appropriately located and balanced across the District. 

 
• Educational and job opportunities for young people within the District are limited. 

 
 

Transport and Accessibility 
 

• Given the rural nature of the District, there is a high dependency on travel by car to access employment, services and facilities. 
 

• Given the rural nature of the District, there is pressure on public transport. 
 

• The District is car centric and there may be scope for more sustainable modes of transport.  
 

• There may be scope to reduce the need for travel. 
 

• Given the rural nature of the District, commuting distances tend to be significant.  
 

• Access to services and facilities in North Norfolk is limited by its rural nature. 
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6.2.5 Within Table 10 are the topics identified by the Strategic Environmental Assessment 
Directive that arise from the sustainability issues for North Norfolk (and, therefore, 
Holt) that need to be covered within development strategies. 

6.2.6 The issues identified in Task A3 are those faced across Holt, which need to be 
tackled within the HNP. A brief overview of the main issues identified from the data 
baseline and consultation events is outlined in Table 9. 

 

Table 9: Sustainability Issues Identified For Holt From Baseline & Consultation  

  Holt Sustainability Issues 
 

1 
 

Holt allows access to the North Norfolk coast, faces major challenges with 
tourism, increasing traffic and congestion whilst balancing the need to preserve 
the town character and protect the environment.  
 

 

2 
 

Employment businesses need support to diversify. This will be particularly 
important to strengthening the tourism industry, although promoting the tourism 
product of the area will need to be done in a sustainable way. 
   

 

3 
 

As the population grows and ages, the need to supply facilities and services 
and, in particular access to them, will become increasingly pressing. 
 

 

4 
 

The attraction and retention of young people through availability of jobs and 
access to the housing market will be a key priority. 
 

 

5 

 

An ageing population, Holt is over represented by people of or above retirement 
age.  
 

 

6 
 

Increasing demand and pressure to supply suitable housing, facilities and 
services.  
 
 

 

7 
 

Creating balanced and integrated communities will be an essential aspect of 
providing new development. Housing of all types and tenures is essential for 
mixed communities. 
 

 

8 
 

Difficulties in accessing the housing market must be minimised. Availability of 
affordable housing, especially for the first time buyer, makes it difficult for young 
people to access the housing market. 
 

 

9 
 

Increasing percentage of ‘second homes’ and the problems it will bring for Holt.  

 

10 
 

Reliance on the car should be reduced through improved access to public 
transport and improved cycling and walking links to local facilities and services. 
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6.2.7 Issues identified for North Norfolk reflect shared issues and implications for 
managing growth throughout the District and are relevant to Holt, which is a 
constituent part. An overview of the main issues (identified in the emerging Local 
Plan Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report) for North Norfolk District, and how 
they relate to those in Holt is outlined in Table 10. 

 

Table 10: How Issues Across North Norfolk Relate To Those Identified For Holt  

 North Norfolk Sustainability Issues Link to Holt Issues 

1 The District has a limited amount of suitable and 
available previously developed land and significant 
areas of high quality agricultural land. The need to 
identify and maintain a supply of developable land to 
meet the District’s needs means that there is 
increasing pressure on greenfield land. 
 

Issue 4, 6, 7, 8 and 9.   

2 How to protect the best and most versatile 
agricultural land whilst meeting District’s 
development needs. 
 

Issue 3, 4, and 6.   

3 The impact of new development on water supply 
capacity, sewage networks, waste water treatment 
works and receiving water courses should be 
considered as should the incorporation of water 
conservation measures to protect water resources. 
 

Issue 1, 2, 3 and 6.  

4 Climate change is expected to have significant and 
wide-reaching impacts. There is a need to consider 
addressing climate change mitigation and adaption 
as a cross-cutting issue. 
 

Issue 1, 2, 3, 6 and 10.  

5 How to ensure that the risk of and impacts of flooding 
(fluvial, tidal, surface and sewer) is managed. 
 

Issue 1, 2, 3 and 6. 

6 How to ensure that the risk of and impacts of coastal 
erosion is managed. 
 

Issue 1 and 2.   

7 Per capita CO2 emissions are higher than the 
national average. There is a need to promote the use 
of renewable energy and reduce climate change 
emissions. 
 

Issue 1, 2, 3, 6 and 10. 

8 Conflicting priorities between the need to develop 
renewable energy sources and the desire to protect 
the unique environment of North Norfolk. 
 

Issue 1, 2 and 6. 

9 How to ensure that new development does not 
impact negatively on local air quality levels.  
 

Issue 3, 4, 6 and 10. 

10 The need to ensure that the impacts of pollution 
(including water, noise, light and odour) are suitably 
considered and addressed, with consideration given 
to pollution being a cross-cutting issue (for example 

Issue 1, 2 and 10. 
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 North Norfolk Sustainability Issues Link to Holt Issues 

there are potential impacts on the natural 
environment and health). 
 

11 The need to ensure that there is no risk to public 
health or the environment from contaminated land. 
 

Issue 3, 6 and 7. 

12 How to protect and enhance habitats, including 
designated sites and protected species, including 
taking into account the effects of climate change. 
 

Issue 1, 2, 3, 6 and 10. 

13 How to conserve and protect geodiversity. 
 

Issue 1 and 2.   
14 How to protect and enhance green infrastructure 

networks and ensure that habitats do not become 
further fragmented. 
 

Issue 1, 2 and 10.   

15 How policies and development proposals can protect 
and enhance the District’s landscape / seascape / 
townscape character. 
 

Issue 1, 2, 3 and 6. 

16 How policies and development proposals can protect 
and enhance the District’s historic environment, and 
their settings (designated and non-designated 
assets). 
 

Issue 1. 

17 How policies and development proposals can 
address ‘heritage at risk’. 
 

Issue 1. 

18 The Government attaches great importance to the 
design of the built environment. Good design is a key 
aspect of sustainable development, is indivisible from 
good planning, and should contribute positively to 
making places better for people. North Norfolk 
settlements have distinct characters, reflecting the 
local environment and their historic development. 
 

Issue 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8 and 9. 

19 How to achieve sustainable, high quality design that 
reflects local character and creates places, spaces 
and buildings that work well, wear well and look 
good. 
 

Issue 1, 3, 4, and 7. 

20 How to balance development with protecting and 
enhancing enhance the District’s landscape / 
seascape / townscape character. 
 

Issue 1, 2, 3 and 6. 

21 The limited number of young people living in the 
district creates a less socially balanced community. 
 

Issue 3, 4 and 5. 

22 The needs of the ageing population, including an 
increased demand for health and care services, will 
need to be considered. 
 

Issue 3, 5, and 6. 

23 There is a lack of young and working-age people in 
the district to support the economy and sustain 
workforce levels. 
 

Issue 2, 4, 7 and 8. 

24 There is a need to improve the health of the Issue 6 and 10. 
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 North Norfolk Sustainability Issues Link to Holt Issues 

population and promote healthy lifestyles.  
 

25 Relatively, the District measures poorly on a number 
of measures of deprivation including access to 
housing and local services, quality of living and 
education, skills and training. 
 

Issue 3, 4, 6, 7 and 8. 

26 There is a need to plan for growth where it can 
provide the growth benefits and sustainable access 
to services. 
 

Issue 3, 6, 7 and 8. 

27 Crime rates within the District’s largest towns are 
generally higher than within the rest of the District. 
 

Issue 1, 2, and 9. 

28 The housing market does not meet the needs of all 
parts of the community. In particular, there is a 
significant lack of affordable housing for local people 
that the Local Plan will need to address. 
 

Issue 4, 7, 8 and 9. 

29 A significant proportion of the existing housing stock 
is made-up of second homes and holiday homes and 
will need to be taken into account when planning for 
future housing needs. 
 

Issue 9.  

30 The housing needs of the ageing population need to 
be addressed. 
 

Issue 5 and 6. 

31 There is a need to plan for housing and economic 
growth where it can provide the growth benefits and 
sustainable access to services and jobs. 
 

Issue 1, 2, 3, 6, 7 and 8. 

32 How to balance housing needs with protecting and 
enhancing enhance the District’s landscape / 
seascape / townscape character. 
 

Issue 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 and 8. 

33 The District is reliant on a narrow economic base and 
low wage economy. 
 

Issue 2 and 4. 

34 There is a low employment rate in the District. 
 

Issue 2 and 4. 
35 The need to support the retention of existing 

employment and traditional rural industries. 
 

Issue 1, 2 and 4. 

36 There is a need to encourage new employment. 
 

Issue 2 and 4. 
37 There has been a significant loss of jobs in some 

industries, including manufacturing. This trend is 
expected to continue. 
 

Issue 2 and 4. 

38 The need to consider the impact of older people on 
employment. 
 

Issue 2, 3, 4 and 5. 

39 The need to ensure that tourism continues to play an 
important part in terms of employment, although it is 
generally seasonal and low paid. 
 

Issue 1 and 2. 

40 The need to retain retail spend in Market Towns. 
 

Issue 1. 
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 North Norfolk Sustainability Issues Link to Holt Issues 

41 The need to retain retail services in towns and 
villages. 
 

Issue 1. 

42 The need to plan for housing and economic growth 
where it can provide the growth benefits and 
sustainable access to services and jobs. 
 

Issue 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 and 8. 

43 The need to ensure that employment land is 
appropriately located and balanced across the 
District. 

 

Issue 2. 

44 Educational and job opportunities for young people 
within the District are limited. 
 

Issue 2, 3 and 4. 

45 Given the rural nature of the District, there is a high 
dependency on travel by car to access employment, 
services and facilities. 
 

Issue 1, 2, 3, 4 and 10. 

46 Given the rural nature of the District, there is 
pressure on public transport. 

 

Issue 1, 2, 3, 4 and 10. 

47 The District is car centric and there may be scope for 
more sustainable modes of transport.  
 

Issue 10. 

48 There may be scope to reduce the need for travel. 
 

Issue 2, 3, 6 and 9.  
49 Given the rural nature of the District, commuting 

distances tend to be significant.  
 

Issue 2, 3, 6 and 10. 

50 Access to services and facilities in North Norfolk is 
limited by its rural nature. 
 

Issue 1, 2, 3, 6 and 10. 
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7     Task A4 - Developing the Sustainability Appraisal Framework    

7.1 Introduction   

7.1.1 The previous chapters of this report have highlighted sustainability issues relevant 
to the Holt area and the development of the Neighbourhood Plan. Using this 
information, this chapter of the Scoping Report sets out the SA Framework that will 
be used to assess the economic, social and environmental effects of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
7.2 Approach  

7.2.1 The starting point of preparing the Holt SA Framework has been the Norfolk Norfolk 
Core Strategy and emerging Norfolk Norfolk Local Plan Sustainability Appraisals 
and Scoping Reports. These identified a large number of key sustainability issues 
and objectives that are relevant to the HNP.  

7.2.2 The SA Objectives largely reflect those suggested in the Government guidance, 
and are grouped under the broad headings of “environmental, social, economic” in 
the list below. These have been used to form the basis of this SA Framework. 

7.2.3 A framework of objectives, key questions for decision-making criteria, and indicators 
have been developed to cover the broad range of environmental, social and 
economic factors arising from the characterisation and issues assessment. 
Together, these form the basis of the SA Framework, set out in Table 11, and are 
the same objectives identified for the emerging North Norfolk Local Plan. These will 
be used to assess the emerging options and policies as they are developed.  

7.2.4 The appraisal process examines the effects and implications of policy over short, 
medium, and long-term timescales, and considers the cumulative impacts that 
might arise as one or more policies are put together. The appraisal will be able to 
offer a summary of the possible environmental, social and economic effects. 

 
 
Table 11: Proposed Sustainability Appraisal Objectives for Holt   
 

   Environmental Objectives  SEA Theme  
 

ENV1 
 

Promote the efficient use of land, minimise the loss of 
undeveloped land and protect the most valuable 
agricultural land.  

 

 

• Soil  
• Water  

 

 

ENV2 
 

Minimise waste generation, avoid the sterilisation of 
mineral resources and remediate contaminated land.  

 

 

• Soil  
• Water  
 

 

ENV3 
 

To enhance water quality and ensure the most 
sustainable use of water.  
 

 

• Soil  
• Water  
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ENV4 
 

Continue to reduce contributions to climate change 
and mitigate and adapt against it and its effects and 
minimise pollution.  
 

 

• Air 
• Water 
• Climatic factors 

 
 

ENV5 
 

Protect and enhance the areas’ biodiversity and 
geodiversity assets and increase the provision of 
green infrastructure.  
 

 

• Biodiversity 
• Fauna  
• Flora 

 
 

ENV6 
 

Respect the variety of landscape types in the area and 
protect, and where appropriate, enhance the historic 
environment.  
 

 

• Cultural heritage including 
architectural and 
archaeological heritage  

• Landscape 
 

 
 

   Social Objectives  SEA Theme 
 

SOC1 
 

To maintain and improve the quality of life of the 
population by promoting healthy lifestyles and access 
to services, reducing deprivation and reducing crime 
and the fear of crime.  
 

 

• Population  
• Human health  

 
 

SOC2 
 

To ensure that everyone has the opportunity of a good 
quality and affordable home to meet their needs.  
 

 

• Population  
• Material assets  

 

 
 

   Economic Objectives  SEA Theme 
 

EC1 
 

Encourage sustainable economic development and 
education/skills training covering a range of sectors 
and skill levels to improve employment opportunities 
for residents, to encourage investment and maintain 
and enhance town centres.  
 

 

• Human health  
 

 

EC2 
 

Reduce the need to travel and promote the use of 
sustainable transport.  
 

 

• Human health   

 
 
 
 
 

7.3 Monitoring 

7.3.1 The SA is an iterative process, so its success and effectiveness must be monitored. 
A monitoring scheme with appropriate indicators will be developed based on the 
baseline information and sustainability objectives presented in this report. This will 
be reported in the Sustainability Appraisal Report for the HNP. 
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7.4 Compatibility of Sustainability Appraisal Objectives 

7.4.1 The compatibility of the SA Objectives can be considered to identify possible 
tensions in the assessment, such as those seeking to preserve land and those 
advocating growth. The matrix set out in Appendix 6 details where any conflicts may 
occur following a precautionary principle. 

7.4.2 In Appendix 7 each of the objectives is listed alongside the decision-making criteria 
and indicators. As an assessment is made, the likely effects will be considered and 
noted in the Framework. As well as providing a summary of the effects, the 
Framework also provides recommendations for how each policy option can be 
improved or their negative effects lessened. 

7.4.3 The testing of potential conflicts displayed in the matrix shows that the majority of 
the Sustainability Appraisal Objectives are either compatible or there is no link 
between them. For a number of objectives however there is uncertainty over 
whether conflicts or further positive compatibility will arise, with these only likely to 
occur during the implementation of policies.  

7.4.4 There is uncertainty in particular over the implications for further housing, 
employment and regeneration and how these could impact on achieving the 
prudent use of natural resources, flooding and protecting the town’s landscape. 
Depending on their implementation such schemes could have either a positive or 
negative impact towards meeting these objectives. Adequately developed policies 
should however control or reduce these impacts. 
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8      Task A5 –  Consulting, Review & Next Steps       

8.1 Next Steps    

8.1.1 Stakeholders with an interest in the effects of the HNP will be able to comment on 
the SA Scoping Report. See Appendix 8 for the Consultation Form.     

8.1.2 In accordance with the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive, the Scoping 
Report will be available for consultation for a minimum of five weeks; will be 
specifically open to consultation by three statutory bodies, and others as deemed 
appropriate. 

8.1.3 The three statutory to be bodies consulted on the Scope of the Sustainability 
Appraisal will be:- 

• Environment Agency;  

• Historic England; and  

• Natural England  
In addition, the Scoping Report will be sent to:- 

 

• Norfolk County Council;   

• Norfolk Wildlife Trust; and  

• North Norfolk District Council.  
 
 

8.1.4 The Scoping Report will then be finalised in line with any comments received during 
this process. It is important to ensure that key organisations are able to play a part 
in the ongoing sustainability appraisal process and help the emerging HNP take into 
account the wide variety of factors identified through the scoping process.  

8.1.5 The Framework devised through the Scoping Report will play a significant role in 
developing policies within the emerging HNP. Its application will be documented in 
a SA Report; that will document how the sustainability appraisal process has been 
applied through the development of the different policy options considered during 
the production of the HNP. 

8.1.6 The SA Framework will then be used to appraise the first draft of the complete 
HNP. An interim SA Report will be prepared to assess the social, economic and 
environmental effects of the emerging proposals for the parish and will be subject to 
consultation alongside the pre-submission version of the HNP. 

8.1.7 A final SA Report will be published alongside the examination version of the HNP 
for consultation. 

9     Document Control  
Document History  

Version  Date  Reason for Change  
V1.0 08/09/2017 Issued to Statutory Bodies for consultation.   
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Appendix 1: Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening  
Determination Approach  

 

 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT OF PLANS AND PROGRAMMES 
REGULATIONS 2004 

 
SCREENING DETERMINATION APPROACH  

HOLT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (HNP)   

 

In accordance with the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 
2004 (The 2004 Regulations) and European Directive 2001/42/EC, this document gives 
the approach to the Screening Determination and the current position of the need for a 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) for the HNP Development Plan Document 
(DPD). 
 
 
Under the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the 
Regulations), a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) must be undertaken for land-
use and spatial plans. It is likely that Development Plan Documents, such the HNP DPD 
will require a SEA as they will contain planning policies that influence land uses which will 
be used to determine planning applications. 
 
 
The first stage in the SEA process is to determine whether or not a plan is likely to have a 
significant effect on the environment. The regulations advise that this is determined by a 
screening process, which should use a specified set of criteria (set out in Schedule 1 of the 
Regulations). The results of this process must be summarised in a SEA screening 
statement, which must be publicly available. 
 

It is considered that the HNP falls within the scope of the 2004 Regulations on the basis 
that: 

• The Neighbourhood Plan is a plan and programme as defined in Regulation 2;  

• The Neighbourhood Plan is prepared for town and country planning or land use as  
defined in Regulation 5;  

• The Neighbourhood Plan will determine the use of a small area at a local level but 
is likely to have significant environmental effects. 

The screening process set out in Regulation 9 and Schedule 1 of the 2004 Regulations 
includes two sets of characteristics for determining the likely significance of effects on the 
environment. These relate firstly to the characteristics of the Neighbourhood Plan and 
secondly to the characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected. There 
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are a number of criteria relating to each of these characteristics, the answers to which are 
set in Table 12. 

Table 12: Assessment of Significance of Effects  

 

Criteria (Schedule 1) 

 

Significant 
Environmental 
Effect Likely 
(Yes / No)? 

 

Assessment  
&  

Justification 
 

1. The characteristics of the plans & programmes, having regard in particular to: 
 

 
(a) The degree to which the 
plan or programme sets a 
framework for projects and 
other activities, either with 
regard to the location, nature, 
size and operating conditions 
or by allocating resources. 
 
 
 

No  
 
 

 
The HNP will provide a local policy framework for 
the Holt Neighbourhood Area. It could allocate 
housing, employment land and set policies for the 
nature and size of development. At this stage it is 
unlikely to make any such allocation. Should this 
change in the development of the HNP the 
assessment will be update to reflect the likelihood 
of these having any significant negative 
environmental impact. 
 

 
(b) The degree to which the 
plan or programme influences 
other plans and programmes 
including those in a hierarchy. 

No  
 

 
The HNP will inform the Development Framework 
and any supplementary planning documents, 
development briefs or site-specific guidance notes 
in the Holt Neighbourhood Area. With the local 
community’s support it is felt that the HNP will 
have a positive environmental impact.  

 
(c) The relevance of the plan 
or programme for the 
integration of environmental 
considerations, in particular 
with a view to promoting 
sustainable development. 

 
No  

 
 
 

 
The HNP will have regard to the objective of 
achieving sustainable development in the local 
area. It will be in conformity with strategic policies 
in the Development Framework and have a 
positive effect on environmental considerations.  
 
 

 
(d) Environmental problems 
relevant to the plan or 
programme. 

No 
 
 

 
The HNP will seek to address and improve 
environmental, economic and social issues in the 
Holt Neighbourhood Area. 
 

 
(e) The relevance of the plan 
or programme for the 
implementation of community 
legislation on the environment 
(for example, plans and 
programmes linked to waste 
management or water 
protection). 
 
 

No 
 
 

 
The HNP is relevant to the implementation of the 
land use elements and will seek to protect natural 
resources and reduce waste.  
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Criteria (Schedule 1) 

 

Significant 
Environmental 
Effect Likely 
(Yes / No)? 

 

Assessment  
&  

Justification 

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in 
particular to: 

 
(a) The probability, duration, 
frequency and reversibility of 
effects. Yes 

 
 

 
The HNP will set the local Vision, Objectives and 
policies to guide new development in the Holt 
Neighbourhood Area. It could lead to effects 
associated with changes to land use and 
development. 
 

 
(b) The cumulative nature of 
the effects. 

 
 

Yes 
 
 

 
There may be local cumulative effects arising, from 
and between, the different policies in the HNP. 
 
 

 
(c) The transboundary nature 
of the effects. No 

 
There are no trans-boundary effects arising from 
the HNP.  
 
 

 
(d) The risks to human health 
or the environment (for 
example, due to accidents). No 

 
There will be no risks to human health or the 
environment arising from the HNP. 
 

 
(e) The magnitude and spatial 
extent of the effects 
(geographical area and size 
of the population likely to be 
affected). 

Yes 
 
 

 
The HNP will apply to new developments in the 
Holt Neighbourhood Area. The population is 
approximately 3,800 that may be affected at the 
local level. 

 

 
(f) The value and vulnerability 

of the area likely to be 
affected due to;  

 
a. special natural 

characteristics or cultural 
heritage; 
 

b. exceeded environmental 
quality standards or limit 
values; and/or 

 
c. intensive land use. 

 

No 
 
 

 
HNP will cover the buildings in and around the Holt 
Neighbourhood Area of cultural and historical 
interest.  
 
Whilst there is a risk, it is unlikely that the HNP will 
affect these adversely. 
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Criteria (Schedule 1) 

 

Significant 
Environmental 
Effect Likely 
(Yes / No)? 

 

Assessment  
&  

Justification 

 
(g) The effects on areas or 
landscapes which have a 
recognised national, 
community or international 
protection status. 

No 
 
 
 

 
The HNP will seek to protect and enhance areas of 
international or national landscape designations.  
 
Specifically, the Holt Lowes a designated Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and the Glaven 
Valley.  
 

 
 
Consultation 
To expedite the SA process the approach to the HNP SEA Screening Determination and 
SA Scoping Report are being published and consulted upon in tandem.  
 
The SA process is being undertaken based on a judgment that the HNP may have a 
significant effect on the environment when judged against the characteristics set out in 
Regulation 9 and Schedule 1 of the 2004 Regulations. 
 
The consultation bodies specified in the Environmental Assessment of Plans and 
Programmes Regulations 2004 that will be consulted on the Screening Determination for 
the Neighbourhood Plan are as follows; 
 

• Environment Agency;  
 

• Historic England; and  
 

• Natural England. 
  
The comments received will be incorporated into the final screening determination for the 
Holt Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

Conclusion  
Following the analysis of the above information, the requirements of the Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) will be met by the decision to undertake a Sustainability 
Assessment of the HNP.  

The consultation responses received from the Statutory Bodies will be used to inform and 
update the SEA. Copies of the final determination, together with the reasons for the 
determination, will be circulated to the Statutory Bodies in line with the Regulations.  
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Appendix 2: Compliance with Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive   

The Quality Assurance Checklist, see Table13, has been used to ensure that the 
requirements of the SEA Directive have been met and fully integrated into the 
sustainability process covered in this document. [Source: ODPM, Scottish Executive, Welsh 
Assembly Government, DoENI (2005) A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment 
Directive, ODPM, London.] 

The SEA Quality Assurance Checklist covers both the technical and procedural steps of 
the sustainability appraisal process and will be updated as the different stages are 
reached. 

Table 13: Quality Assurance Checklist  

Requirements in Strategic Environmental 
Assessment Directive Where met in Report 

  Objectives & Context   

The Plans purpose and objectives are made clear. 
 

Yes 
within Section 2 

 

Environmental issues, including international and EC 
objectives, are considered in developing objectives and 
targets.  

 

Yes  
Section 4, 5 & 6: Tasks A1 to 

A3 & Appendix 1 
 

SA objectives are clearly set out and linked to indicators 
and targets where appropriate. 

 

Yes  
Section 6: Task A4 

presents the objectives and 
guide questions with more 

information in Appendix 4 and 5 
 

Links with related plans, programmes and targets are 
identified and explained. 

 

Yes 
Section 4: Task A1 & Appendix 

3 and 4 
 

Conflicts that exist between SA objectives and other 
plan objectives are identified and described. 

 

Yes 
Section 6, 7 & 8: between SA 
Objectives, Plan Objectives, 
Consulting, Review & Next 

Steps. Appendix 4 
 

  Scoping   
The environmental consultation bodies are consulted in 
appropriate ways and at appropriate times on the 
content and scope of the SA report. 
 

 

Yes 
Section 8: Task A5 and  

Appendix 6  
 

The appraisal focuses on significant issues. 

 

Yes 
 Section 2, 4, 5, & 6: Tasks A1 

to A3 as detailed in the 
Introduction, Task A1 to A3 
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Requirements in Strategic Environmental 
Assessment Directive Where met in Report 

Technical, procedural and other difficulties encountered 
are discussed: assumptions and uncertainties are made 
explicit. 

 
 

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

 
 

 

Reasons are given for eliminating issues from further 
consideration. 

 

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

 
 

  Options / Alternatives   
 

Realistic alternatives are considered for key issues and 
the reasons for choosing them are documented. 
 
 

 

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

 

 

Alternatives include ‘do nothing’ and/or ‘business as 
usual’ scenarios wherever relevant. 

 

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

 
 

The sustainability effects (both adverse and beneficial) 
of each alternative are identified and compared. 
 
 

 

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

 

 

Inconsistencies between the alternatives and other 
relevant plans, programmes or policies are identified and 
explained. 

 

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

 
 

Reasons are given for the selection or elimination of 
alternatives. 

 

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

 
 

  Baseline Information    
 
Relevant aspects of the current state of the environment 
and their evolution without the plan are described. 
 

Yes 
Section 5: Task A2 and  

Appendix 5 
 

 

Characteristics of the area likely to be significantly 
affected are described, including areas wider than the 
physical boundary of the plan area where it is likely to be 
affected by the plan where practicable. 
 

 
Yes 

Section 5: Task A2 and  
Appendix 5  

 
 
Difficulties such as deficiencies in information or 
methods are explained. 

 
Yes - These are stated 

throughout the report where 
appropriate. Especially Section 

5: Task A2 and Appendix 5   
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Requirements in Strategic Environmental 
Assessment Directive Where met in Report 

  Prediction & Evaluation of Likely Significant Effects  
 

Likely significant social, environmental and economic 
effects are identified including those listed in the SEA 
Directive (biodiversity, population, human health, flora, 
fauna, soil, water, air, climate, material assets, cultural 
heritage and landscape) as relevant; other likely 
environmental effects are also covered as appropriate.  
 
 

Yes 
Section 6: Task A3 This will 
form part of the SA Report  

  

Both positive and negative effects are considered and 
where practicable the duration of effects (short, medium 
or long term) is addressed. 

 

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

 
 

Likely secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects are 
identified where practicable. 

 
This will form part of the SA 

Report  
 

 

Inter-relationships between effects are considered where 
practicable. 

 

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

 

The prediction and evaluation of effects makes use of 
relevant accepted standards, regulations and thresholds.  
 

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

 

Methods used to evaluate the effects are described. 
 

Yes 
Section 3, 6 & 7: Tasks A3  

and A4.  
 

  Mitigation Measures  

 

Measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and offset any 
significant adverse effects of implementing the plan or 
programme are indicated.  
 

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

 

Issues to be taken into account in development consents 
are identified. 

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

  The Sustainability Appraisal Report   
Is clear and concise in layout and presentation.  

This will form part of the SA 
Report  

 

Uses simple, clear language and avoids or explains 
technical terms. 

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

Uses maps and other illustrations where appropriate. This will form part of the SA 
Report 

Explains the methodology used. This will form part of the SA 
Report 
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Requirements in Strategic Environmental 
Assessment Directive Where met in Report 

Explains who was consulted and what methods of 
consultation were used. This will form part of the SA 

Report 

Identified sources of information, including expert 
judgement and matters of opinion. This will form part of the SA 

Report 

Contains a non-technical summary.  

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

 

  Consultation   
 
The SA is consulted on as an integral Part of the plan 
making process. 

 

To be undertaken in line 
with the development of the 

Neighbourhood Plan 
 
 

 

Consultation Bodies and the public likely to be affected 
by, or having an interest in, the plan or programme are 
consulted in ways and at times which give them an early 
and effective opportunity within appropriate timeframes 
to express their opinions on the draft plan and SA 
Report.   

 
Currently being 

undertaken 

Decision Making, Information and the Decision  
 

The SA Report and the opinions of those consulted are 
taken into account in finalising and adopting the plan. 

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

 

An explanation is given of how they have been taken 
into account. 

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

 

Reasons are given for choices in the adopted plan, in 
light of other reasonable options considered. 
 

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

  Monitoring Measures  
 

Measures proposed for monitoring are clear, practicable 
and linked to the indicators and objectives used in the 
SA. 
 

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

 

Monitoring is used, where appropriate, during 
implementation of the Plan to make good deficiencies in 
baseline information in the SA.  
 

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

 

Monitoring enables unforeseen adverse effects to be 
identified at an early stage (these effects may include 
predictions which prove to be incorrect). 
 

This will form part of the 
Neighbourhood Plan  

 

Proposals are made for action in response to significant 
adverse effects. 

This will form part of the SA 
Report 

  



Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 

Version  - v1.0 

83 
 

Appendix 3: Document Reviewed by the North Norfolk Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International  Level  
1 Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats 

(Bern Convention) Council of Europe 1979 
 

2 Convention for the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of Europe Council 
of Europe 1987  
 

3 Convention on Wetlands of International Importance especially as Waterfowl 
Habitat (The Ramsar Convention) UNESCO 1971 
 

4 Directive 2001/42/EC Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) European 
Commission 2001  
 

5 Directive 2009/147/EC on the conservation of wild birds European 
Commission 2009  
 

6 Directive on the Promotion of Biofuels and other Renewable Fuels for 
Transport 2003/30/EC European Parliament and the Council 2003 
 

7 EC Council Directive 2008/50/EC on ambient air quality and cleaner air for 
Europe European Union 2008 
 

8 European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (The 
Valletta Convention) Council of Europe 2011  
 

9 European Landscape Convention European Union 2000  
 

10 European Spatial Development Perspective European Commission 1999  
 

11 Flood Directive 2007/60/EC European Union 2007 
12 Kyoto Protocol to the UN Convention on Climate Change United Nations 

Adopted 1992, amendment 1997, entered into force 2005  
 

13 Renewable Directive EU Directive 2009/28/EC European Parliament 2009 

14 The Convention on Biological Diversity Rio Earth Summit 1992  
 

15 The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild 
Animals (Bonn Convention) 1979 UN  
 

16 ‘The Habitats Directive’ EC Council Directive 92/43/EEC, on the 
Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora European 
Commission 1992 
 

17 The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) 
(Rio Earth Summit) United Nations 1992 
 

18 Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC European Union 2002  

19 World Heritage Convention UNESCO 1972  
 

 
 

National  Level  
20 50 Year Vision for Wetlands English Heritage (now Historic England), 

Environment Agency, Natural England RSPB and The Wildlife Trusts. 2008 
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21   2008/98/EC EU Framework Directive on Waste European Union 2008  
 

22 Air Quality Strategy for England, Wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland Defra, Scottish Executive, Welsh Assembly Government and Department 
of the Environment Northern Ireland 2011 
 

23 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 UK Government 1979 

24 A Strategy for Sustainable Growth (Department for Business Innovation & 
Skills) 2010  
 

25 Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and ecosystem 
services Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 2011 
 

26 Broadband Delivery UK Department for Culture, Media & Sport 2013, latest 
update 2015  
 

27 Climate Change Act UK Government 2008 
 

28 Conserving Biodiversity- A UK Approach Department for Environment, Food & 
Rural Affairs 2011 
 

29 Creating growth, cutting carbon: making sustainable local transport happen 
Department for Transport 2011 
 

30 Creating the Conditions for Integration DCLG 2012 
 

31 Delivering a Sustainable Railway Department for Transport 2007  
 

32 Delivering Sustainable Low Carbon travel: An Essential Guide for Local 
Authorities Department of Health 2009 
 

33 Energy Act 2011 UK Government 2011  
 

34 Environment Act 1995 UK Government 1995 
 

35 Environmental Protection Act 1990 UK Government 1990  
 

36 Fixing the Foundations: Creating a more Prosperous Nation HM Treasury, 
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills, The Rt Hon George Osborne MP 
and The Rt Hon Sajid Javid MP 2015 
 

37 Flood and Water Management Act 2010 UK Government 2010  
 

38 Future water: The Government’s Water Strategy for England Department for 
Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 2011 
 

39 Government Forestry Policy Statement Department for Environment, Food & 
Rural Affairs 2013 
 

40 Government Tourism Policy DCMS 2011  
 

41 Healthy Lives, Healthy People: Our Strategy for Public Health in 
England Department of Health 2010 
 

42 Housing and Planning Bill DCLG 2015-16 
 

43 Laying the Foundations: A Housing Strategy for England DCLG 2011  
 

44 Lifetime Neighbourhoods DCLG 2011 
 

45 Local Growth: Realising Every Place’s Potential Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills 2010 
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46 Localism Act DCLG 2011 
 

47 Making the Connection: the Plug-in Vehicle Infrastructure Strategy Office for 
Low Emission Vehicles 2011  
  

48 Manual for Streets Department for Transport and Department 
for Communities and Local Government 2007  
 

49 Manual for Streets 2. Wider Application of the Principles. The Chartered 
Institutes of Highways and Transportation 2010  
 

50 Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 UK Government 2009 
 

51 Marmot Review ‘Fair Society, Healthy Lives’ Department of Health 2010  
 

52 Meeting the energy challenge: a White Paper on energy Department of Trade 
and Industry 2007  
 

53 National Planning Policy for Waste Department for Communities and Local 
Government 2014  
 

54 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) DCLG 2012  
Guidance to support the NPPF is contained within the Planning Practice Guidance 
DCLG 2014 (and updated as needed)  
 

55 National Pollinator Strategy: for Bees and other Pollinators in 
England DEFRA  
2014 
 

56 Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act UK Government 2006  
 

57 Plan for Growth HM Treasury 2011  
 

58 Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 UK 
Government 1990  
 

59 Planning Policy for Traveller Sites DCLG 2015 
 

60 Policy Statement: Planning for Schools DCLG 2011 
 

61 Public Health Guidance 8 Promoting and creating built or natural 
environments that encourage and support physical activity The National 
Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) 2008  
 

62 Safeguarding our Soils - A Strategy for England Department for Environment, 
Food & Rural Affairs 2011 
 

63 Securing the Future Delivering UK Sustainable Development Strategy HM 
Government 2005  
 

64 Sporting Future: A New Strategy for an Active Nation HM Government 2015  
 

65 The Air Quality Standards Regulations 2010 UK Government 2010 

66 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (As amended) UK 
Government 2010  
 

67 The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 UK Government 2000  
 

68 The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 
2004 HM Government 2004  
 

69 The Flood Risk Regulations 2009 UK Government 2009 
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70 The Future of Transport: A Network for 2030 Department for Transport 2004  
 

71 The Mental Health Strategy for England Department of Health 2011  
& 
Healthy Lives, Healthy People: A call to action on obesity in England 
Department of Health 2011  
 

72 The Natural Choice: Securing the Value of Nature  Department for 
Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 2011 
 

73 The 'UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework' Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee (JNCC) and Defra 2012 
 

74 Towards an Active Nation Strategy 2016 - 2021 Sport England  
 

75 Towards a Sustainable Transport System Department for Transport 2007   
& 
Delivering a Sustainable Transport System Department for Transport 2008 

76 UKGAP Action Plan Natural England  
 

77 UK Renewable Energy Roadmap: 2011 Department of Energy & Climate 
Change 2011 
 

78 Waste Management Plan for England Department for Environment, Food & 
Rural Affairs 2013 
 

79 Wildlife and Countryside Act (As Amended) UK Government 1981  

80 Working with the Grain of Nature - A Biodiversity Strategy for England 
Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 2011 

 

 
 

Regional Level  
81 AONB Management Plan Strategy 2014-19 Action Plan 2014-19 Norfolk Coast 

Partnership 201? 
 

82 Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Guidance for Norfolk  

83 Connecting Norfolk Implementation Plan for 2015-2021 Norfolk County 
Council 2015  
&  
Connecting Norfolk Norfolk’s Transport Plan for 2026 Norfolk County 
Council 2011  
 

84 DEFRA & EA 2015 
 

85 East of England Marine Plans Marine Management Organisation 2014  
 

86 Habitat and Species Action Plans Norfolk Biodiversity Partnership  
 

87 Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2014-2017 Norfolk’s Health and Wellbeing Board 
May 2014 / March 2015  
 

88 Making Space for Wildlife and People. Creating an Ecological Network for 
Norfolk. Norfolk Biodiversity Partnership & Norfolk Wildlife Trust  2005  
 

89 New Anglia Strategic Economic Plan New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership 
(LEP) for Norfolk and Suffolk 201?  
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90 Norfolk Infrastructure Plan 2015  Norfolk County Council  
 

91 Norfolk Local Flood Risk Management Strategy- Post Consultation Final 
Draft v.13.1 Norfolk County Council  
 

92 Norfolk Rural Development Strategy 2013-2020 Norfolk Rural Development 
Strategy Steering Group 2013 
 

93 Norfolk’s Earth Heritage & Norfolk Geodiversity Action Plan (GAP) Norfolk 
Geodiversity Partnership  
 

94 North Norfolk Abstraction Licensing Strategy & Broadland Abstraction 
Licensing Strategy EA, 2013  
 

95 North Norfolk: Catchment flood Management Plan & Broadland Rivers 
Catchment flood Management Plan EA 2009  
 

96 Police and Crime Plan for Norfolk 2014-2016 Office of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Norfolk 2015 (refresh)  
 

97 Realising the Benefits of Trees, Woods and Forests in the East of 
England Woodland for life Publication 2011 
 

98 SMP 5 Hunstanton to Kelling Hard Shoreline Management Plan EA 2010  
 

99 SMP 6 Kelling Hard to Lowestoft Shoreline Management Plan  EA 2012  
 

100 Tomorrow’s Norfolk, Today’s Challenge - Climate Change Strategy for 
Norfolk (2008) 
 

101 Water Resources Management Plan Anglian Water  2015  
 

102 Wild Anglia Manifesto New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership for Norfolk and 
Suffolk 201?  
 

 
 
 

Local Level  
103 Affordable Housing NNDC 

 

104 Business Growth and Investment Opportunities Study, DRAFT Report V4  
BE Group 2015 
 

105 Economic Growth Plan NNDC 2015 
 

106 Homelessness Strategy NNDC 2015 
 

107 Housing Allocation Scheme (Your Choice Your Home) NNDC  
 

108 Housing Strategy 2012-2015 2012  
 

109 Norfolk Minerals and Waste Development Framework: Core Strategy and 
Minerals & Waste Development Management Policies Development Plan 
Document 2010-2026 Norfolk County Council 2011  
&  
Minerals Site Specific Allocations Development Plan Document (DPD) 
Norfolk County Council 2013  
&  
Waste Site Specific Allocations Development Plan Document (DPD) Norfolk 
County Council 2013  
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110 North Norfolk Conservation Area Appraisals  Various    
 

111 North Norfolk District Council Annual Action Plan   2016/17  
 

112 North Norfolk District Council Contaminated Land Strategy NNDC 2015  
 

113 North Norfolk District Council Corporate Plan 2015 - 2019 NNDC 2015  
 

114 North Norfolk District Indoor Leisure Facilities Strategy Neil Allen 
Associates 2015  
 

115 North Norfolk Empty Homes Policy NNDC 2014 
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Appendix 4: Document Review   
 

 Document  
Title  

Key Relevant  
Objectives  

Key Relevant Targets & 
Indicators  

Implications for  
Holt  

 Neighbourhood Plan  

Issues for  
Sustainability Appraisal  

                National                                   . 
 

1 
 

National Planning 
Policy Framework 
(NPPF) 

 

Sets out the Government’s 
planning policies for England 
and how these are expected 
to be applied. 

 

  

The NPPF is fundamental 
to the process of preparing 
Local Development 
Documents. 

 

Implications across SA. 

 

2 
 

Air Quality 
Strategy for 
England, 
Scotland, Wales 
and Northern 
Ireland (2007) 

 

Further improve air quality in 
the UK into the long term. As 
well as direct benefits to public 
health, the options are 
intended to provide important 
benefits to quality of life and 
help to protect the 
environment. 
 

The current policy framework 
and the legislative requirement 
to meet EU air quality limit 
values everywhere in the UK 
tend to direct attention to 
localised hotspot areas of 
pollution (where the objectives 
are not met). 
 

  

Encourage a reduction in air 
pollutants. 

 

§ Contribution to reducing air 
pollution and improving air 
quality. 
 

 

3 

 

Building for Life 12 
(2015) 

 

Building for Life 12 is the 
government-endorsed industry 
standard for well-designed 
homes and neighbourhoods. It 
seeks to encourage and guide 
discussions about creating 
good places to live.  
 

 

There are 12 questions for new 
development:-   
 

• Connections  
 

• Facilities and services 
 

• Public transport  
 

• Meeting local housing 
requirements   

 

Use Building for Life 
standards to enable 
discussion at workshops 
and to determine policies in 
the Design and Character 
theme.   
 

 

§ Contribution to sustainable 
development.  
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 Document  
Title  

Key Relevant  
Objectives  

Key Relevant Targets & 
Indicators  

Implications for  
Holt  

 Neighbourhood Plan  

Issues for  
Sustainability Appraisal  

Using three key themes  
• Integrating into the 

neighbourhood;  
• Creating a place; and 
• Street & home.  

 
  
 
 
 

§  

 

• Character   
 
 

• Working with the site 
and its context  

  

• Creating well defined 
streets and spaces   

• East to find your way 
around   
 

• Streets for all   
 

• Car parking   
 

• Public and private 
spaces   

 

• External storage and 
amenity space. 

 
 

4 
 

The National 
Adaption 
Programme – 
Making the 
country resilient 
to a changing 
climate (2013) 
 
 
 
 

 

Provides a guide to a Vision of 
a “society which makes timely, 
far-sighted and well-informed 
decisions to address the risks 
and opportunities posed by a 
changing climate” to address 
the requirements and actions 
of The Climate Change Risk 
Assessment 2012 (CCRA). 
 
 
 
 

 

Setting out 31 objectives to 
meet the challenges.  
 

These objectives have been 
developed to address the 
greatest risks and opportunities. 
These objectives cover 4 main 
areas across the programme:  

1. Increasing awareness   
2. Increasing resilience to 

current extremes   
3. Taking timely action for 

long-lead time measures   
4. Addressing major 

evidence gaps.   

 

To develop policies which 
recognise the need where:-  

§ built environment 
delivers sustainable 
growth and making 
homes more resilient; 
 

§ infrastructure is 
planned, delivered 
and maintained to be 
resilient, whilst 
identifying mitigation 
and risk management 
for vulnerabilities in 
local infrastructure;  

 

§ natural environment is 
placed in the strongest 

 

§ Contribution to mitigate 
against the anticipated 
impacts of future climate 
change. 
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 Document  
Title  

Key Relevant  
Objectives  

Key Relevant Targets & 
Indicators  

Implications for  
Holt  

 Neighbourhood Plan  

Issues for  
Sustainability Appraisal  

possible position to 
meet the challenges 
and changes ahead.  

 

 Regional                . 
 

5 
 

Central Norfolk 
Strategic Housing 
Market 
Assessment 2015 
(Report Findings 
January 2016) 
 

 

A Strategic Housing Market 
Assessment (SHMA) was 
undertaken to establish the 
Objectively Assessed Need 
(OAN) for housing for Norfolk 
including the local authorities 
of Norwich City, Broadland, 
Breckland, North Norfolk and 
South Norfolk, plus the Broads 
Authority.  
 
The primary objective of this 
study is to establish the 
Objectively Assessed Need 
(OAN) for housing. The OAN 
identifies the future quantity of 
housing that is likely to be 
needed (both market and 
affordable) in the Housing 
Market Area over future plan 
periods.  
 
 

 

Estimates for OAN are the latest 
household projections published 
by the Department for 
Communities and Local 
Government (CLG) for the 
period 2012-37. These 
projections suggest that 
household numbers across 
Central Norfolk will increase by 
2,509 households each year 
(2,655 dwellings) and provides 
the most appropriate 
demographic projection on 
which to base the Objectively 
Assessed Need for housing.   
 

The SHMA identifies an OAN 
for 70,483 dwellings over the 
24-year period 2012-36, an 
annual average of 2,937. This 
represents a 20% increase 
above the demographic trends 
for the area.  
  

The additional dwellings will 
also provide more affordable 
housing. If the full OAN for 
affordable housing is to be met 
then 26% of all housing must be 
affordable across Central 
Norfolk.  

 

Develop policies that 
address the identified OAN 
for housing.  
 
 
 
 

 

§ Increase in the identified OAN 
for housing across area.   
 

§ The need for more affordable 
housing.  

 

§ Pressure for growth and more 
development sites.  
 

§ Impact on environment and 
heritage.  
 

§ Improve accessibility to  
essential services, facilities 
and jobs.  

 

§ Improving infrastructure to 
enable development.   
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 Document  
Title  

Key Relevant  
Objectives  

Key Relevant Targets & 
Indicators  

Implications for  
Holt  

 Neighbourhood Plan  

Issues for  
Sustainability Appraisal  

 
For North Norfolk the target 
annual average is the delivery 
of 419 new homes across the 
period to 2036. 
  

 
6 

 

NewAnglia Local 
Enterprise 
Partnership for 
Norfolk & Suffolk 
– Strategic 
Economic Plan 
(2014) 

 

 

The vision for New Anglia in 
2026 is: more jobs, more 
businesses and more 
prosperity.  
 

§ To achieve this we 
want to harness the 
strength of our world 
class sectors, our 
natural assets, and the 
competitive advantage 
our location gives us.  

 

 

Targeting by 2026 across the 
NewAnglia area to:-  
 

§ 95,000 more jobs;   
 

§ 10,000 new businesses; 
 

§ 117,000 new homes; and 
 

§ Increased productivity 
(added value per job) to 
equal the national 
average - increasing 
Gross Value Added 
(GVA) from £36,000 a 
job to £40,000 on 
present numbers.   

 

 

§ Drive for job creation. 
 

§ Requirement for 
additional housing. 

 

 

 

NewAnglia LEP impact on local 
policies and priorities. 

 Local                . 
 

7 

 

Core Strategy 
Incorporating 
Development 
Control Policies 
September 2008 
 

 

Sets out long term the 
development strategy and 
policies for North Norfolk area 
up to 2021. 
 
Forms part of the North 
Norfolk Development Plan. 
Sets out generic policies that 
are to be applied throughout 
the North Norfolk planning 
authority area. 

 

The Core Strategy provides for 
nearly 7,000 new dwellings from 
commitments and allocations.  
 
It is anticipated that at least 
1,000 dwellings will come 
forward as windfall, in the form 
of small in-fill plots in the 
selected settlements, as 
affordable housing exception 
schemes and as barn 
conversions in locations 

 

As part of the Development 
Plan the policies set out key 
planning requirements for 
the area.  
 

 

Policies impact on SA 
objectives.  
 



Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 

Version  - v1.0 

93 
 

 Document  
Title  

Key Relevant  
Objectives  

Key Relevant Targets & 
Indicators  

Implications for  
Holt  

 Neighbourhood Plan  

Issues for  
Sustainability Appraisal  

adjacent to the selected 
settlements.   
 
The Development Control 
Policies identify and define 
detailed local policies for the 
management of development. 
Aims to guide decision-takers 
and applicants in order to 
achieve high standards of 
development that will 
complement the valued 
attributes of the District.  
 

 

8 
 

Design Guide 
December 2008 
 

 

This latest version is no 
exception in that it responds to 
the most recent Government 
guidance, and to the ever 
increasing pressures 
associated with 21st century 
development such as reducing 
carbon emissions and 
designing out crime.  
  
The Guide covers a wide 
range of subject areas, from 
new housing estates to 
hanging signs, and from barn 
conversions to large retail 
supermarkets. It also 
recognises the huge 
contribution heritage makes in 
defining our District and the 
need to conserve the best of 

 

Supplementary Planning 
Document has two main 
purposes:-   
 

§ To provide further guidance 
and background information 
on North Norfolk Core 
Strategy policies, in 
particular EN4 Design 
(including crime prevention) 
and EN6 Sustainable 
Construction and Energy 
Efficiency.  
 

§ To offer advice and support 
to everyone involved or 
interested in the design or 
alteration of the built 
environment in North Norfolk 
with the objective of raising 
the quality of design 

 

The Design Guide 
Supplementary Planning 
Document (SPD) forms part 
of the North Norfolk LDF 
and is a material 
consideration for the Local 
Planning Authority (LPA) 
when determining planning 
applications.   
 
A starting point for 
improving design in and 
around Holt.  
 

  

 
 

§ Promote sustainable 
development.  

 
§ Identification of key and 

desirable character and 
design features.  

 
§ Protect and enhance the 

natural and built 
environment. 

 
§  
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 Document  
Title  

Key Relevant  
Objectives  

Key Relevant Targets & 
Indicators  

Implications for  
Holt  

 Neighbourhood Plan  

Issues for  
Sustainability Appraisal  

this past.   
 
At the same time, and in 
accordance with what 
Government now expects from 
good planning, the Guide 
promotes sustainable 
construction as a means of 
tackling climate change. 
Hence, minimising energy and 
resource consumption, 
maximising energy efficiency 
and reducing carbon 
emissions are all central 
themes of the Guide. It also 
seeks to ensure that new 
development incorporates 
renewable energy 
technologies where 
appropriate and that it is able 
to respond to the longer-term 
impacts of climate change.   
 

 

 

 

9 
 

Landscape 
Character 
Assessment SPD 
June 2009  
 
 

 

North Norfolk District Council 
Core Strategy Policy EN2 
requires that proposals for 
development should be 
informed by, and be 
sympathetic to, the distinctive 
character of an area.  
 
The Landscape Character 
Assessment SPD provides the 
tools and guidance to help 
implement this policy.  

 

Landscape as an entity is not 
static but is constantly changing 
and developing. Decisions 
relating to development often 
impinge considerably upon 
landscape, changing and 
altering it. It is therefore 
important that proposals are 
informed by an understanding of 
the landscape and what factors 
may be more, or less, 
appropriate.   
 

 

Landscape Character 
Assessment is underpinned 
by a set of key principles, 
however there is a degree 
of flexibility and evolution in 
this process that allows 
response to local 
circumstances. The HNP 
may develop policies that 
give more guidance in the 
implementation specific to 
Holt.  

 

§ Protection of and contribution 
to green infrastructure. 
 

§ Impact on environmental 
assets, both natural and built.  

 

§ Impact on / enhancement of  
countryside and the 
environment. 
 

§ Mitigate potential adverse 
affects on climate change. 
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 Document  
Title  

Key Relevant  
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10 

 

North Norfolk 
Local Plan Draft 
Sustainability 
Appraisal Scoping 
Report: 
Consultation 
Version 
(September 2016)  
 

 

This document seeks to 
assess the extent to which the 
emerging plan, when judged 
against reasonable 
alternatives, will help to 
achieve relevant economic, 
social and environmental 
objectives, as well as a means 
of identifying and mitigating 
any potential adverse effects 
that the plan might otherwise 
have.   
 

 

 

There are eight Objectives 
linked to the SEA Themes. 
These are :-  
1. Land, Water and Soil 

Resources:  
 
• Promote the efficient 

use of land, minimise 
the loss of undeveloped 
land and protect the 
most valuable 
agricultural land.  
 

• Minimise waste 
generation, avoid the 
sterilisation of mineral 
resources and 
remediate contaminated 
land.  

 
• To enhance water 

quality and ensure the 
most sustainable use of 
water.   

 
2. Climate Change, Energy, 

Air Quality and Pollution: 
Continue to reduce 
contributions to climate 
change and mitigate and 
adapt against it and its 
effects and minimise 
pollution.   

 

 

The HNP policies will be 
judged and assessed 
against the same 
Sustainability Objectives to 
being consistency in 
approach.  
 
 

 

Implications across SA. Used as 
the basis of the Sa Objectives 
for the HNP SA.   
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3. Biodiversity, Fauna, Flora 
and Geodiversity: Protect 
and enhance the areas’ 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity assets and 
increase the provision of 
green infrastructure.   

 
4. Landscape, Townscape and 

Historic Environment: 
Respect the variety of 
landscape types in the area 
and protect, and where 
appropriate, enhance the 
historic environment.  

 
5. Healthy and Inclusive 

Communities: To maintain 
and improve the quality of 
life of the population by 
promoting healthy lifestyles 
and access to services, 
reducing deprivation and 
reducing crime and the fear 
of crime.  

 
6. Housing: To ensure that 

everyone has the 
opportunity of a good 
quality and affordable home 
to meet their needs.   

 
7. Economic Activity and 

Education: Encourage 
sustainable economic 
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development and 
education/skills training 
covering a range of sectors 
and skill levels to improve 
employment opportunities 
for residents, to encourage 
investment and maintain 
and enhance town centres.  

 
8. Infrastructure and 

Accessibility: Reduce the 
need to travel and promote 
the use of sustainable 
transport.  

 
 

11 
 

Norfolk Ambition 
Sustainable 
Community 
Strategy  
2003 – 2023  
 
 

 

This Local Area Agreement 
takes the Sustainable 
Community Strategy of Norfolk 
County Strategic Partnership 
(Norfolk Ambition) and looks 
to deliver its long-term vision. 

 

Using national and local 
indicators as monitoring tools. 

 

Maintain and enhance the 
elements that contribute to 
the quality of life of 
residents. 

 

§ Improve the quality of where 
people live. 
 

§ Improvement of the health of 
the population. 
 

§ Improve accessibility to 
essential services and 
facilities. 
 

§ Encourage local community 
identity, good behaviour and 
co-operative attitudes. 
 

§ Maximise the use of 
renewable energy solutions 
and reduce contributions to 
climate change.  
 

§ Reduce vulnerability to 
climate change.  
 

§ Improve education and skills 
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of population.  
 

 

12 
 

Partnership of 
Norfolk District 
Councils - 
Strategic Flood 
Risk Assessment 
(2008) 
 

 

Ensure that flood risk is taken 
into account at all stages in 
planning process to avoid :- 
 

§ inappropriate 
development in areas 
at risk of flooding; and  

 

§ to direct development 
away from areas at 
highest risk.  

 

Where new development is, 
exceptionally, necessary in 
such areas policy aims to 
make it safe without 
increasing flood risk 
elsewhere and where 
possible, reducing flood risk 
overall. 
 
 

 

Reduction in flooding.  
 

 

Consider the implications of 
flood risk for development, 
avoiding risks where 
possible and enabling 
improvements. 

 

§ Avoid, reduce and manage 
flood risk 

 

13 

 

Site Allocations  
February 2011 
 
 
   

 

Defines allocated sites in Holt 
setting out constraints and 
requirements for each.  
 
Identifies policies to support 
the delivery of the allocated 
sites.  
 

 

Supports the scale of 
development and reflects the 
requirements set out in the Core 
Strategy. There are three 
policies relating to allocation in 
Holt which clearly defined as:-  
 
HO1: Land West of Woodfield 
Road  
  

Land amounting to 3.25 
hectares is allocated for 
residential development of 
approximately 100 dwellings.  

 

Defines current 
development allocations for 
Holt Allocates areas for 
growth and development.   
 

 

Consideration of potential sites 
having already been appraised 
to arrive at any site allocations.  
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The development of the site will 
be required to ensure the 
following: 

a. Layout, design and 
landscaping that has 
regard to the setting of 
the town and the sites 
location within the 
Norfolk Coast AONB;   

b. no vehicular access to 
Peacock Lane;   

c. provision of suitable 
pedestrian / cycle links to 
the town centre and 
surrounding area;   

d. provision of suitable 
landscaping along site 
boundaries with 
particular attention to the 
 northern boundary;   

e. retention of hedgerows 
along site boundaries;   

f. prior approval of a 
scheme of mitigation to 
minimise potential 
impacts on the North 
Norfolk  Coast SPA/SAC 
arising as a result of 
increased visitor 
pressure, and on-going 
monitoring  of such 
measures; and,   

g. demonstration that there 
is adequate capacity in 
sewage treatment works 
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and the foul  sewerage 
network and that 
proposals have regard to 
Water Framework 
Directive objectives.   

 
This site is within the Norfolk 
Coast AONB and development 
proposals should be informed 
by, and be sympathetic to, the 
special landscape character of 
this protected site. Proposals 
should also be informed by 
Core Strategy Policies EN1 and 
EN2.  
 
HO9: Land at Heath Farm / 
Hempstead Road  
  

Land amounting to 
approximately 15 hectares is 
allocated for a mixed use 
development including 
approximately 200 dwellings, 
not less than 5 hectares of land 
in employment generating uses 
of which not less that 3.5 
hectares shall comprise 
serviced industrial land, public 
open space, and community 
facilities. The development of 
the site will be required to 
ensure the following: 
 

a. The prior approval of a 
Development Brief to 
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address access (to be 
from the A148) and 
sustainable transport, 
layout, phasing, including 
the phased provision of 
serviced employment 
land, and conceptual 
appearance;   

b. retention and 
enhancement of 
perimeter hedgerows 
and trees;   

c. provision of significant 
internal open spaces, 
hedgerow and tree 
planting within the site 
and  a landscape buffer 
to the A148 and the 
adjacent County Wildlife 
Site;   

d. prior approval of an 
agreement to secure 
contributions towards 
management of the 
adjacent  County Wildlife 
Site;   

e. investigation and 
remediation of any land 
contamination;   

f. provision of a direct 
pedestrian / cycleway 
connection to 
Hempstead Road 
underpass;   

g. prior approval of a 
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scheme of mitigation to 
minimise potential 
impacts on the North 
Norfolk Coast SPA / SAC 
and Ramsar site arising 
as a result of increased 
visitor pressure, and on-
going monitoring of such 
measures; and,   

h. demonstration that there 
is adequate capacity in 
sewage treatment works 
and the foul sewerage 
network and that 
proposals have regard to 
Water Framework 
Directive objectives.   

 
Retail development, other 
than that serving the needs 
of the proposed 
development, will not be 
permitted.  

 
CP10: Land at Thornage 
Road  
  

Land amounting to 
approximately 2 hectares is 
allocated for a public car park. 
The development of the site will 
be required to ensure the 
following: 

 

a. Safe vehicular access 
being provided solely 
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from Thornage Road 
incorporating a right-turn 
lane facility;  

b. improvements to the 
pedestrian environment 
in Valley Lane;   

c. comprehensive 
landscaping within the 
site and to the Thornage 
Road frontage;   

d. provision of bicycle 
parking; and,  prior 
completion of a Traffic 
Impact Assessment (TIA) 
and completion of any 
highway  improvements 
identified by the 
Assessment.   

 

 Neighbourhood           . 
 

14 

 

Holt Conservation 
Area Character 
Appraisal and 
Management 
February 2010 
 

 

Identification and protection of 
key characteristics and details 
of design value.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Management Proposals 
identifies future actions and 
enhancements in the Holt 
Conservation Area.  
 

 

Consider areas identified as 
enhancing and detracting 
from the character of the 
area.  
 

Key characteristics of the 
Holt Conservation Area:  

 

§ For much of the town’s 
history, agricultural 
markets were the main 
source of income. Their 
importance is reflected by 
the rebuilding of the town 
around the market place 
after the fire of 1708.  
 

 

Suitability and application of 
design principles and use of 
traditional materials across a 
wider area.  
 
Identification of aspects that 
detract from the character of the 
area.  
 
A number of issues have been 
identified, these are:-  

 

§ Review of the Conservation 
Area boundary.  
 

§ Some poor modern shop 
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§ Most of the buildings 
within the Conservation 
Area date from the 
Georgian and early 
Victorian periods, they 
have a similar character 
and scale, and use a 
common range of 
building materials.  
 

§ The historic core of the 
town is rectangular in 
plan, bordered by Market 
Place, Bull Street, White 
Lion Street and Shirehall 
Plain. The High Street 
extends away to the west 
from this, encouraging 
more linear 
development.  

 

§ The main thoroughfare 
through Holt is Market 
Place and High Street, 
which comprise the main 
commercial centre.  

 

§ The Conservation Area is 
enclosed on the northern, 
southern and western 
sides by 20th century 
development.  

 

§ Range of small 
independent shops.  

 

§ A medium sized 
supermarket and car park 

fronts and signage lowering 
the quality of the streetscape. 

 

§ Widespread on-street 
parking Indifferent quality and 
myriad of street surfaces and 
street furniture.  

 

§ Neglected alleyways and 
uncoordinated street lighting.  

 

§ Permitted development 
resulting in the loss of 
architectural detail.  

 

§ Permitted but detrimental 
alterations and extensions  

 

§ Need to improve the quality of 
design for new 
developments.  

 

§ Need to adopt a list of 
Buildings of Local Interest.  

 

§ Need to ensure quality of 
'visitor' experience.  
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situated on the south side 
of the town centre.  

 

§ There is a sharp division 
between the streets and 
open fields on the east 
and west sides.  

 
 

15 

 

North Norfolk 
Local Plan 
Regulation 18 
Consultation: Holt 
Local Plan 
Workshop 
Feedback  
Summary  
June 2016     

 

North Norfolk District Council 
facilitated a serious of local 
workshops to feedback to 
outcomes of the Regulation 18 
consultation, conducted in 
August 2015, on the topic 
areas that the new emerging 
single Local Plan will consider. 
These topics included a 
review of the housing target 
for the District and how this 
housing growth will be 
spatially distributed.  
 
The Local Plan will, amongst 
other topics, set the strategic 
approach to development in 
relation to the level and  
distribution of employment, 
retail, the protection and 
management of the natural 
and historic environment, and 
how to approach development 
in the countryside.   
 
On 23 May 2016 the Holt  
Workshop was held with local 
stakeholders.   

 

By the end of each session the 
aim was that groups would:   
• Have clarity on the 

process for preparing a 
Local Plan, the work 
undertaken so far, and 
what will happen next.  
 

• Have an understanding of 
the scale of growth which 
might be required in the 
town and have the 
opportunity to identify 
suitable locations.   

 

• Have listed the planning 
issues that they feel are 
important to address, and, 
understood if and how the 
Local Plan can address 
those issues.  

 

• Have described the 
places that give rise to 
issues, present 
opportunities, or that 
should change.   

 

• Have described the 
positives and negatives 

 

Holt has a number of 
existing allocations and 
permissions which 
combined have consented 
permission to deliver 
approximately 450 
dwellings.  
 
In terms of future growth 
levels and allocations for 
the town in the emerging 
new single Local Plan no 
decision has yet been made 
on the overall numbers and 
distribution. It is likely that 
decisions around the level 
of growth in Holt will be 
dependent on the overall 
distribution in other towns 
and villages and in 
particular the amount of 
development at North 
Walsham and Fakenham.  
 
The approach taken to the 
former air bases also has 
the potential to influence the 
final figure and options for 

 

§ Car parking provision, number 
of spaces in logical / 
connected places;  
 

§ Additional school provision;  
 

§ Changes in national planning 
policy, in particular the 
potential impacts / concerns 
around a brownfield register 
and permission in principle;  

 

§ Approach to growth in 
surrounding villages and the 
opportunity to review the 
current flexible approach 
through the Local Plan 
process.  

 

§ Viability issues and policy 
flexibility around affordable 
housing requirements and 
provision including the 
practice of cross subsidy. 
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about the town and 
identified the key 
opportunities for growth in 
a collaborative manner. 

 

• Have heard other’s points 
of view about matters that 
affect the area.  

 

Holt.  
 
Issues identified:-  
 

§ Delivery of appropriate 
affordable housing 
including the 
opportunities/size 
requirements around 
downsizing for the 
elderly. 
 

§ Employment land 
facilitation particularly 
what further support 
could be given to ensure 
the release/delivery of 
existing employment land 
and address delivery 
issues associated with 
land ownership.  

 
 

16 
 

The Holt Vision   
February 2012 

 

The Vision document had the 
key purpose of producing a 
visioning study for the 
development of key 
community, economic and 
environmental improvements 
for Holt and its hinterland for 
the next 5 years. Ultimately 
the improvements will be 
aimed to have long-term 
sustainable benefits achieving 
positive impacts for the next 
25 years. 
 
 
 
 

 

Indicators and areas of 
improvement identified were:-  
 

§ Improve pedestrian and 
shopper access around 
key central areas.  
 

§ Ease traffic flows. 
 

§ Enable people to 
engage more easily 
with training and skills 
development 
opportunities.  

 

§ To bring job 
opportunities. 

 

Identifies a number of 
issues and actions linked to 
land usage.  

 

Local community aspirations 
and priorities may align to 
sustainability issues identified.  
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§ Strengthen social 
cohesion.  

 

§ Enhance the built 
environment and the 
public realm.  
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Appendix 5: Baseline Information for Holt     
 
Based on the North Norfolk District level information. Where data, values, trends or targets are not available at Holt parish level the North 
Norfolk District level data has been used. This is in addition to the base line date in Section 5 of this report.  
 

Sustainability 
Appraisal 

Objective Indicator  

North Norfolk 
Value  

Comparison  
Value  

 

Trends  
 

Target  
 

Comments 

 
 

Environmental Baseline 
 

ENV1: Promote the 
efficient use of land, 
minimise the loss of 
undeveloped land and 
protect the most 
valuable agricultural 
land.  
 
Number of new 
dwellings are built on 
previously developed 
land.  
 

Source: Local Authority 
AMR.  
 

 

2015/16: N/A  
 
 
 

 

N/A  
 
 
 

 

2014 /15: 50%  
 
2013 /14: 71% 
 
2012 /13: 78% 
 
2011 /12: 84% 
 
2010 /11: 78% 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 

 

 

The amount of available 
previously developed 
land is very limited.  
 

 

ENV2: Minimise waste 
generation, avoid the 
sterilisation of mineral 
resources and 
remediate 
contaminated land.  
 
Recycling levels: -  
 

a) percentage  
b) national ranking  

 

North Norfolk: 
2016 /17:   
 

a) n/a  
b) n/a  

 

 

Breckland DC: 
2015 /16 :  

a) 39.9% 
b) 220 
 

2014 /15  
a) 37.3% 
b) 256 

 
Broadland DC: 
2015 /16: 

 

North Norfolk: 
2015 /16: 
 

a) 41.8%  
b) 192  

 
2014 /15 
 

a) 41.4% 
b) 203 

 

 

Increase in percentage 
of household waste 
recycled and 
composted.   
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Trends  
 

Target  
 

Comments 

 
Source: 
http://www.letsrecycle.
com 
 

a) 50.6% 
b) 70 

  

2014 /15 
a) 46.8% 
b) 126 

 
King’s Lynn & West 
Norfolk Borough:  
2015 /16: 

a) 44.3% 
b) 156  

 

2014 /15 
a) 41.9% 
b) 196 

 
Norfolk County Council: 
2015 /16: 

a) 45.8% 
b) 133  

 

2014 /15 
a) 43.2% 
b) 174 

 
Norwich City: 
2015 /16:  

a) 38.3% 
b) 240  

 

2014 /15 
a) 35.0% 
b) 275 

 
South Norfolk: 
2015 /16: 
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Objective Indicator  

North Norfolk 
Value  

Comparison  
Value  

 

Trends  
 

Target  
 

Comments 

a) 43.6% 
b) 167  
 
2014 /15 
a) 40.4% 
b) 220 

 
 

ENV3: To enhance 
water quality and 
ensure the most 
sustainable use of 
water.  
 

Daily domestic water 
use: consumption litres 
per person per day.  
 

a) measured  
b) unmeasured  
c) weighted 

average  
 
Source: Anglian Water. 
 

 

North Norfolk Coast RZ  
 
2015 /16: N/A 
 
 
 
 

 

National average:-  
 
2015 : 150 litres/ day  
 

 

2014 /15: N/A    
 
2013 /14: N/A 
 
2012 /13:  

a) 115 
b) 148 
c) 125 

 

 

Overall decrease in 
patterns of daily 
domestic water use (per 
capita consumption). 
 
2020  

a) 106  
b) 139 
c) 110 
 

2030 
a) 107 
b) 122 
c) 107 

 
2040  

a) 106 
b) 108 
c) 106 

 

 

Data not available at the 
district level.  

 

ENV4: Continue to 
reduce contributions 
to climate change and 
mitigate and adapt 
against it and its 
effects and minimise 
pollution.  
 

 

Holt 2011:  
 

a) 29% 
b)   2% 
c) 14% 
d)   5% 
e)   1% 
f) 49% 

 

Norfolk 2011: 
 

a) 45% 
b)   4% 
c) 11%  
d)   4% 
e)   1% 
f) 36% 

 

N/A 
 

 

To increase the use of 
sustainable transport 
method and the 
percentage of people 
travelling to work by 
more environmentally 
friendly means..    
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Sustainability 
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Objective Indicator  

North Norfolk 
Value  

Comparison  
Value  

 

Trends  
 

Target  
 

Comments 

Percentage of residents 
who travel to work:- 

a) by private motor 
vehicle   

b) by public 
transport 

c) by foot or cycle 
d) work at or 

mainly from 
home 

e) other 
f) Not in work  

 

Source: 2011 Census. 
 

   
England 2011:  
 

a) 41% 
b) 11% 
c)   9% 
d)   4% 
e)   0% 
f) 35%   

 
a) Decrease 
b) Increase 
c) Increase 
d) Increase 
e) n/a  
f) n/a  

 
 

ENV5: Protect and 
enhance the areas’ 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity assets 
and increase the 
provision of green 
infrastructure.  
 
Change in condition of 
SSSIs – percentage of 
SSSIs in ‘favourable’ or 
‘unfavourable 
recovering’ condition. 
 

a) favourable  
b) unfavourable: 

recovering 
c) unfavourable: 

no change 
d) unfavourable: 

declining 

 

Holt Lowes 2017:  
 
a) 30.07%  (15.01 ha)  

 
b) 69.93%  (34.91 ha) 

 
c)        0%  (0 ha) 

 
d)        0%  (0 ha) 

 
e)        0%  (0 ha) 

 
f)        0%  (0 ha)  
 
 

 

Norfolk County 
2017:  
a) 54.74% (29,770 ha)  

 
b) 41.18% (22,394 ha)  

 
c)   2.93% (1,591 ha)  

 
d)   1.16% ( 630 ha) 

 
e)       0%   ( 0 ha)  

 
f)       0%  (  0 ha)    
 
East of England  
2017:  
a) 49.66% (60,844 ha)  

 
b) 44.63% (54,679 ha)  

 

 

 
 

 

Improvement of SSSIs 
in ‘favourable’ or 
‘unfavourable 
recovering’ condition.  
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Sustainability 
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Objective Indicator  

North Norfolk 
Value  

Comparison  
Value  

 

Trends  
 

Target  
 

Comments 

e) Partially 
destroyed  

f) destroyed 
 
 
Source: Natural 
England 
www.naturalengland.org
.uk   

 

c)   3.80% (4,651 ha)  
 

d)   1.86% (2,277 ha) 
 

e)    0.02% (  25 ha)  
 

f)    0.03%  ( 34 ha) 
 

England  
2017:  
a) 38.52% (421,074ha)  

 
b) 55.79% (609,850ha)  

 
c)   3.38% (36,999 ha)  

 
d)   2.08% (22,786 ha) 

 
e)    0.03% (    333 ha)  

 
f)    0.02%  (   202 ha) 

 
 

 

ENV6: Respect the 
variety of landscape 
types in the area and 
protect, and where 
appropriate, enhance 
the historic 
environment.  
 
Heritage at risk – 
number of buildings and 
monuments recorded on 

 

Norfolk Norfolk: 29  
 

 
 
Holt:  zero 

 
 

 

Norfolk: 68  
 
 
England: 604  

 

 
 

  

To reduce the number 
of heritage assets at 
risk.   
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Sustainability 
Appraisal 

Objective Indicator  

North Norfolk 
Value  

Comparison  
Value  

 

Trends  
 

Target  
 

Comments 

the  register at risk.  
 

Source: Historic 
England (Buildings at 
Risk Register 2017). 
 

 

Social Baseline  
 

 

SOC1: To maintain 
and improve the 
quality of life of the 
population by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles and access 
to services, reducing 
deprivation and 
reducing crime and 
the fear of crime.  
 

Life expectancy of 
residents at birth 
(years): 
 

a) Male  
b) Female  

 

Source: Norfolk Insight. 
 

 

2015 and 2016 data not 
available yet.  

   

 

Norfolk  
2014:  

a) 80.2 
b) 83.8 

2013: 
a) 80.2 
b) 83.8 

2012: 
a) 80.2 
b) 83.8 

2011: 
a) 79.7 
b) 83.6 

2010: 
a) 79.3 
b) 83.3 

 
England       
 2014:  

a) 79.6 
b) 83.2 

 2013: 
a) 79.4 
b) 83.1 

 2012: 
a) 79.2 
b) 83.0 

 2011: 

 

North Norfolk        
 2014:  

a) 80.3 
b) 84.6 

 2013: 
a) 80.2 
b) 84.7 

 2012: 
a) 80.5 
b) 85.0 

 2011: 
a) 80.4 
b) 85.1 

 2010: 
a) 79.6 
b) 84.6 

 

 

Increase life expectancy 
of residents.  

 

Life expectancy ages 
are seen as being very 
good, especially 
considering the higher 
proportion of elderly 
residing in the area.  
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Sustainability 
Appraisal 

Objective Indicator  

North Norfolk 
Value  

Comparison  
Value  

 

Trends  
 

Target  
 

Comments 

a) 78.9 
b) 82.9 

 2010: 
a) 78.5 
b) 82.5      

 

Level of benefits 
claimed 
 

a) Any benefits  
b) Incapacity  
c) Jobseekers  
 

Source: Department for 
Work and Pensions.  
 

 

2017 (July):  
 

a) 12.4% 
b)   2.2% 
c)   2.3%  

 
 

 

2017 (July):  
Norfolk  

a) 13.2% 
b)   2.4% 
c)   3.0% 

 
England  

a) 13.5% 
b)   2.4% 
c)   3.3%   

 
 

 

To reduce the level of 
benefits claims.    

 

 

 

Reduce crime and anti-
social activity. 
Crime stuff 
Incidences of crime 
committed; 

a) Anit-social 
behavior 

b) Burglary 
c) Violent offences 
d) Criminal 

damage and 
arson  

e) Drugs  
f) Public order  
g) Total number 

recorded.  
 

Source: UKCrimeStats and 
Police Constabulary.  
 

 

2016 /17:  
 
a) 1,653 

 
b) 228 

 
c) 2,075  

 
d) 539 

 
e) 91  

 
f) 288  

 
g) 5,154 

 

   

To reduce the level of 
crime and anti-social 
behavior.     

 

A very low area for 
crime. The incidents do 
increase through the 
summer months when 
more tourists and 
holiday markers visit the 
area.  
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Sustainability 
Appraisal 

Objective Indicator  

North Norfolk 
Value  

Comparison  
Value  

 

Trends  
 

Target  
 

Comments 

 

SOC2: To ensure that 
everyone has the 
opportunity of a good 
quality and affordable 
home to meet their 
needs.  
 
H 007 - Number of 
affordable homes built  
(Quarterly Cumulative)  

a) number  
 

b) percentage 
of new 
homes built 

 

Source: Local Authority 
AMR: H002 & 001.  
 

 

2015 /16:  
 

a) 66  
 

b) 13.8% 
 

 

N/A  

 

2014 /15:  
a) 74  

 
b) 14.7% 

 
2013 /14  

a) 152 
 

b) 39.7% 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

To increase the 
affordability of homes.   

 

More needs to be done 
to enable people with 
local connection to 
access affordable 
homes.   

 

 

Number of long term 
empty homes (6 months 
or more) (monthly)  
 

Source: Local Authority 
AMR: H002.  
 

 

2015 /16: 637 

 

N/A  

 

2014 /15: 579 

 

To reduce the number 
of empty homes.    

 
 

 

Economic Baseline  
 

 

EC1: Encourage 
sustainable economic 
development and 
education/skills 
training covering a 
range of sectors and 
skill levels to improve 
employment 

 

2015 /16: 78  
 

N/A  
 

2014 /15: 55 
 

Target: 36  
 
To retain local jobs.   

 

Whilst the assistance 
target successfully 
achieved the outcomes 
and impacts are not 
tracked.  
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Sustainability 
Appraisal 

Objective Indicator  

North Norfolk 
Value  

Comparison  
Value  

 

Trends  
 

Target  
 

Comments 

opportunities for 
residents, to 
encourage investment 
and maintain and 
enhance town centres.  
 
Number of businesses 
assisted to retain jobs 
and/or increase 
employment each year 
(monthly cumulative). 
  

Source: Local Authority 
AMR: J004.  
 
 

School leaver 
qualifications - 
Percentage of school 
leavers with 5 or more 
GCSEs at A*to C 
grades.  
 

Source: 2011 Census. 
 

 

Holt 2011: 49%  
 
 
 

 

Norfolk 2011: 50%  
 
England 2011: 55%    
 

  

To increase percentage 
of school leavers with 5 
or more GCSEs at A* to 
C grades. 

 

  
 

 

Number of 
new business start-
ups supported by 
Enterprise North Norfolk 
(quarterly cumulative)  
 

Source: Local Authority 
AMR: ED 023.  
 

 

2015 /16: 59  

 

N/A  

 

2014 /15: 71 

 

Target: 50 
 
To increase the number 
of new business start-
ups.   

 

The contract for the 
Enterprise North Norfolk 
programme finished in 
December 2015, it is 
anticipated that a new 
business start-up 
programme will be 
established as part of a 
European funded 
initiative set up by New 
Anglian Local Enterprise 
Partnership. This is 
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Sustainability 
Appraisal 

Objective Indicator  

North Norfolk 
Value  

Comparison  
Value  

 

Trends  
 

Target  
 

Comments 

pending final approval 
from the Department for 
Communities and Local 
Government (DCLG).  
 

 

Number of people 
supported 
with Information, Advice 
and Guidance (IAG) 
(quarterly cumulative)  
 

Source: Local Authority 
AMR: ED 025.  
 

 

2015 /16: 592  

 

N/A  

 

2014 /15: 686  

 

Target: 450 
 
To increase the number 
of new business start-
ups.   

 

This represents the 
number of contacts 
made in provision of 
information, advice and 
guidance. The impacts 
of this activity has not 
been tracked. The 
Economic Growth team 
will work with external 
organisations (e.g. DWP 
and its partners) to 
enable more focused 
and cost effective 
outcomes to be 
achieved, rather than to 
deliver contracts 
directly.  
 

EC2: Reduce the need 
to travel and promote 
the use of sustainable 
transport.  
 

Percentage of residents 
who travel to work:- 

a) by private motor 
vehicle   

b) by public 
transport 

c) by foot or cycle 
d) work at or 

 

Holt 2011:  
 

a) 29% 
b)   2% 
c) 14% 
d)   5% 
e)   1% 
f) 49%   

 

Norfolk 2011: 
 

a) 45% 
b)   4% 
c) 11%  
d)   4% 
e)   1% 
f) 36% 

 
England 2011:  
 

a) 41% 
b) 11% 

 

N/A 
 

 

To increase the use of 
sustainable transport 
method and the 
percentage of people 
travelling to work by 
more environmentally 
friendly means..    
 

a) Decrease 
b) Increase 
c) Increase 
d) Increase 
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Sustainability 
Appraisal 

Objective Indicator  

North Norfolk 
Value  

Comparison  
Value  

 

Trends  
 

Target  
 

Comments 

mainly from 
home 

e) other 
f) Not in work  

 

Source: 2011 Census. 
 

c)   9% 
d)   4% 
e)   0% 
f) 35%   

e) n/a  
f) n/a  

 
 

 

Road casualties - 
number of people killed 
or seriously injured per 
100,000 of the 
population.  
 

Source: Norfolk County 
Council.  
 

 

Norfolk:  
2014: Data not available   

 

East of England  
2013: 40 
2012: 42 
2011: 41 
2010: 44 
2009: 47 
 
England  
2013: 38 
2012: 40 
2011: 41 
2010: 41 
2009: 45   

 

Norfolk: 
2013: 45 
2012: 41 
2011: 41 
2010: 41 
2009: 46 

 

To improve road safety.    

 

Motorcycles incidents 
resulting in death or 
serious injury account 
for 26.5% of the total, 
with pedestrians 14% 
and cyclists 9.4%.   
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Appendix 6: Compatibility between the Holt Sustainability Appraisal Objectives  
 

 ENV1 ENV2 ENV3 ENV4 ENV5 ENV6 SOC1 SOC2 EC1 EC2 

Environmental  

ENV1  ü  ? ü  ü  ü  ü  X X ~ 

ENV2   ü  ü  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

ENV3    ü  ü  ü  ~ X X ü  

ENV4     ü  ü  ü  X X ü  

ENV5      ü  ü  ü  ? ü  

ENV6       ü  X X ü  

Social   

SOC1        ü  ü  ü  

SOC2         ü  ü  

Economic   

EC1          ü  

EC2           

 
Key:   

ü Compatible     ?  Uncertain    ~   No link      X  Conflicting  
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Appendix 7: Sustainability Appraisal Framework for Holt    
 
 
The Holt Framework is based on the Sustainability Appraisal Framework prepared for the emerging North Norfolk Local Plan and uses 
the same Environmental, Social and Economic Objectives. 
 
 
 
 

SA Objective 
 

Decision making criteria  
with points to consider 

Indicators and targets 
 

Short, Medium and Long  
Term Effects 

  
Environmental 

 
 

 

ENV1: Promote the 

efficient use of land, 

minimise the loss of 

undeveloped land and 

protect the most 

valuable agricultural 

land.  
 

 

 

v Will it reduce the need for 
development on greenfield land ? 
 

v Will it make efficient use of land ?  
 
v Will it minimise the loss of the 

best and most versatile 
agricultural land (grades 1-3a) ?  

 
 
 
 

 

 

Ø Increase in the number of new 
developments and dwellings on 
previously developed land. 
 

 

 

 

ENV2: Minimise waste 

generation, avoid the 

sterilisation of mineral 

resources and 

remediate contaminated 

land.  

 

 

 

v Will it contribute to the 
minimisation of waste production 
and to recycling ?  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Ø Kilograms of waste produced per head 
of population; and percentage change 
on previous year. 
 

Ø Increase in percentage of household 
waste recycled and composted. 
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SA Objective 
 

Decision making criteria  
with points to consider 

Indicators and targets 
 

Short, Medium and Long  
Term Effects 

 

 

ENV3: To enhance 

water quality and 

ensure the most 

sustainable use of 

water.  
 

 

 

v Will it minimise impact on water 
quality (including impact on 
surface and ground water) ?  

 
v Will it maximise water efficiency ?  

 
v Will it help to support wetland 

habitats and species ? 
 

 

 

Ø Increase in biological and chemical 
quality of water environment. 
 

Ø Development permissions granted 
contrary to Environment Agency 
advice on flood risk. 
 

Ø Number of dwellings permitted within 
the high flood-risk areas (Environment 
Agency Flood Zones 2 and 3). 

 
Ø Patterns of daily domestic water use 

(per capita consumption). 
 

 

 

 

ENV4: Continue to 

reduce contributions to 

climate change and 

mitigate and adapt 

against it and its effects 

and minimise pollution.  
 

 

 

v Will it help adapt to or mitigate 
against climate change ?  
 

v Will it reduce energy 
consumption or improve energy 
efficiency ?  

 
v Will it minimise the risk of 

flooding ? 
 
v  Will it minimise coastal erosion 

and its impacts ?  
 
v  Will it support renewable energy 

generation ?  
 
v  Will it minimise impact on air 

 

 

Ø Look to decrease the number of 
designated Air Quality Management 
Areas and the concentration of air 
pollutants. 
 

Ø Decrease in Total CO2 emissions per 
capita (million tonnes carbon 
equivalent) and reduction of Carbon 
Footprint of area. 
 

Ø Increase in renewable energy 
generation capacity. 
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SA Objective 
 

Decision making criteria  
with points to consider 

Indicators and targets 
 

Short, Medium and Long  
Term Effects 

quality ?  
 
v  Will it minimise the impact of 

noise, light and odour pollution ?  
 
v Will it minimise, and where 

possible address, land 
contamination ?  

 
 

 

ENV5: Protect and 

enhance the areas’ 

biodiversity and 

geodiversity assets and 

increase the provision 

of green infrastructure.  

 

 

 

 

v Will it protect, maintain and 
enhance sites designated for 
their nature conservation 
interest?  
 

v Will it conserve and enhance 
species diversity and avoid harm 
to protected species?  

 
v Could it provide opportunities for 

geodiversity enhancement ? 
 
v Could it contribute towards 

enhancing or increasing green 
infrastructure networks?  

 

 

 

Ø Increase in areas placed into 
Environmentally Sensitive Area 
schemes. 

 

 

 

 

ENV6: Respect the 

variety of landscape 

types in the area and 

protect, and where 

appropriate, enhance 

the historic 

 

 

v Will it minimise or maintain, and 
where possible enhance, impact 
on the landscape character of the 
area ?  
 

v Will it maintain or enhance the 
character and appearance of the 
townscape character of the area?  

 

 

 

Ø Changes in the conditions of SSSIs, 
CWS and natural / semi – natural 
habitats.  
 

Ø Heritage at risk – Number and 
percentage of:-  

 

a. Listed Buildings; and  
 

b. Scheduled Ancient Monuments on 
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SA Objective 
 

Decision making criteria  
with points to consider 

Indicators and targets 
 

Short, Medium and Long  
Term Effects 

environment.  
 

v Will it enable the protection and 
enhancement of the historic 
environment (including 
designated and non-designated 
assets and their settings) ?  

 
v Could it benefit heritage assets 

currently ‘at risk’?  
 

the Buildings at Risk register.  
 

 

 

Social 
 

 

 

SOC1: To maintain and 

improve the quality of 

life of the population by 

promoting healthy 

lifestyles and access to 

services, reducing 

deprivation and 

reducing crime and the 

fear of crime. 
 

 

 

v Will it help improve the health or 
life expectancy of residents ?  
 

v Will it promote healthy lifestyles ? 
 
v Will it promote integration with 

existing communities ? 
 
v Will it maximise access to 

services, taking into account the 
needs of an ageing population ? 

 
v Will it encourage access to 

accessible open space ? 
 

v Will it help reduce deprivation ?  
 
v Will it help design out crime and 

the fear of crime from new 
development? 

 

 

 

Ø Reduce percentage of children living 
in low-income households. 
 

Ø Key benefit claimants - percentage of 
working age population claiming 
benefits. 

 
Ø Life expectancy of residents. 

 
Ø Incidences of crime committed per 

1,000 households. 
 

 

 

 

SOC2: To ensure that 

 

 

v Will it deliver housing to meet 
needs in appropriate locations? 

 

Ø Decrease percentage of overall 
housing stock not meeting the ‘Decent 
Homes Standard’. 
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SA Objective 
 

Decision making criteria  
with points to consider 

Indicators and targets 
 

Short, Medium and Long  
Term Effects 

everyone has the 

opportunity of a good 

quality and affordable 

home to meet their 

needs. 
 

Will it deliver affordable housing 
and other tenures to meet 
needs? 
 

v Will it meet the needs of Gypsies 
and Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople ? 
 

v Will it deliver a mix in the type 
and size of housing to meet the 
diverse needs of the District? 

 

 
Ø An increase in percentage of housing 

stock that is affordable housing and a 
decrease in number of unfit dwellings 
in housing stock. 

 
 

  

 

Economic 
 

 

 

EC1: Encourage 

sustainable economic 

development and 

education/skills training 

covering a range of 

sectors and skill levels 

to improve employment 

opportunities for 

residents, to encourage 

investment and 

maintain and enhance 

town centres. 
 

 

 

v Will it promote a range of 
employment opportunities ?  
 

v Will it sustain and where 
appropriate promote the rural 
economy ? 

 
v Will it promote the provision of 

employment land ? 
 
v Will it promote the vitality and 

viability of town centres ? 
 
v Will it enable access, and where 

appropriate improved access, to 
education and skills training ? 

 

 

Ø Increase amount of various 
employment development on 
previously developed land or 
conversions. 
 

Ø Increase in average weekly pay for 
full-time employees 

 
Ø Decrease in percentage of the 

economically active population who 
are unemployed. 
 

Ø Decrease in percentage of 
unemployed people who are long-term 
unemployed. 
 

Ø Decrease unemployment benefit 
receipt. 

 
Ø Increase in percentage change in the 

total number of VAT registered 
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SA Objective 
 

Decision making criteria  
with points to consider 

Indicators and targets 
 

Short, Medium and Long  
Term Effects 

businesses. 
 

Ø Workforce qualifications - percentage 
of working age population with 
qualifications at NVQ Level or above. 
 

Ø School leaver qualifications - 
percentage of school leavers with 5 or 
more GCSEs at A* to C grades. 

 
 

 

EC2: Reduce the need 

to travel and promote 

the use of sustainable 

transport.  
  

 

 

v Does it reduce the need to 
travel? 

 
v Does it promote sustainable 

transport use? 
 
v Does it promote access to local 

services and facilities? 
 

 
 

 

 

Ø Increase in the percentage of people 
travelling to work by more 
environmentally friendly means. 
 

Ø Increase percentage of residents who 
travel to work by public transport; foot 
or cycle; and reduce private car 
journeys. 
 

Ø Reduce average distance travelled to 
the workplace by residents. 

 

 

 

Overall Conclusions 
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Appendix 8: Feedback & Actions  

The specific feedback and any actions arising from the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping 
Report consultation with the Statutory Bodies will be completed below in the final version 
of this document.  
 
1: General Comments  

Consultation General Comments:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response:  
 
  

Action:  
 

2. Policies, Plans & Programmes  

Consultation comments on Policies, Plans & Programmes:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response:  
 
 

Action:  
 

3. Baseline Information  

Consultation comments on Baseline Information:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response:  
 

Action: 
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4. Sustainability Issues  

Consultation comments on Sustainability Issues:  
  
 
 
 
 
 

Response:  
 

Action:  
 

5. Sustainability Appraisal Framework   

Consultation comments on the Sustainability Appraisal Framework:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response:  
 

Action:  
 

6. Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening Approach  
  

Consultation comments on the Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening Approach: 
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